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Biography. 


THE LIFE OF DR. SAMUEL FINLEY. 
(From the Assembly's Magazine.*) 


MR. Samvuet Fintey was 
born in the year 1715, in the 
county of Armagh in Ireland, 
and was one of seven sons, who 
were all esteemed pious: his 
parents possessed the same char- 
acter. ‘They gave him such an 
education as their circumstances 
permitted, and, in a country 
school at some distance from 
home, he was early distinguish- 
ed for uncommon proficiency in 
his studies. He left his native 
country when he had attained on- 
ly his 19th year, and arrived in 
Philadelphia on the 28th of Sep- 
tember, 1734. It had pleased 
God to awaken and convert him 
very early in life, and by many 
and various dispensations of his 


providence to prepare him for 
those important stations, which 
he afterwards filled. He first 
heard a sermon when he was six 
years old; and not long before 
his death was heard to say, that 
he well remembered the text, 
and that from the day on which 
he heard the sermon he conceiv- 
ed strong desires to be a minis- 
ter; and accordingly, almost as 
soon as he was capable of form- 
ing any resolutions respecting 
himself, he determined to devote 
himself to the service of the 
sanctuary. With this view he 
spent several years after his ar- 
rival in America in completing 
his studies, during which he was 
particularly attentive to theology. 
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_* This is a very respectable periodical work, published at Philadel- 
phia, by William P. Farrand, the appointed Editor, under the patronage of 


the General Assembly of the 


yterian Church in the United States of 


America. It commenced with he year 1805. Itis ably conducted: In sen- 
timent itis purely yg ag according to the doctrines of the Reformation, 


and those contained in 


Westminster Confession of Faith, and the Assem- 


bly’s Catechisms. The intelligence it communicates is interesting to the re- 
ligious publick. It is on in a style of superior neatness, and the numbers 
are ornamented with the portraits of some of the most eminent divines of our 


country. We cordially recommend this work to the attention of our readers, 
as an able advocate for religious truth, and an honour te the literary character 


of our country. 
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After a due course of Presby- 
terial trials; he was licensed on 
the Sth of August,. 1740, to 
preach the gospel, and was or- 
dained on the 13th of October, 
1742, by the Rev. Presbytery of 
New-Brunswick. The first part 
of his ministry was employed in 
long and fatiguing itinerations ; 
and the records of several of the 
churches which he visited con- 
tain honourable memorials of his 
diligence, fidelity and success. 
A little before this time a re- 
markable revival of religion had 
¢ommenced, which still contin- 
wed: im this Mr. Finley was a 
coadjutor with Messrs. ‘Tennent, 
Whitefield and others, and his 
labours were remarkably blessed 
at Deerfield, Greenwich, afd 
Cape May, in New-Jersey. He 
preached likewise to great ac- 
ceptance for six months, as a 
stated supply to a congregation 
in Philadelphiay of which Mr. 
Gilbert Tennent afterwards had 
the pastoral charge. In June, 
1744, he accepted a call to Not- 
tingham, in Maryland, on the 
border of Pentisylvania, where he 
continued near seventeen years, 
faithfully discharging the duties 
of his sacred office, atid had the 
pleasure to see the work of the 
Lord prospering in his hands. 
During his residence at Notting- 
ham he instituted an academy, 
which aequired great reputation, 
and attracted stadents even from 
distant parts. Myr. Finley was 
justly famed as a scholar, and 
eminently qualified as a teacher. 
Under his instruction many, ve- 
ry many youths received the ru- 
diments of an education, and cor- 
rect moral sentiments; which 
have since placed them amongst 
the most useful and ornamental 
members of society. 


2 Life of Dr. Samuel Finley. 
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Upon the death of Pfesident 
Davies, the Trustees of the Col- 
lege of New-Jersey elected Mr.. 
Finley as his successor in that 
important office. Great were the 
struggles of his mind on this oc- 
casion. His love to his people, 
and theirs to him, was of thé 
most tender kind, having: long 
been nourished by the affection 
ate assiduities of uninterrupted 
friendship. But a prospect of 
miore extensive usefulness, and 
in that way in which Providence 
had already so remarkably suc- 
ceeded his labours, inclined him 
to think it his duty to remove. 
He therefore accepted the invi- 
tation given him by the Trustees, 
and removed to Princeton in Ju- 
ly, 1761. Upon this event the 
hopes of the well wishers to the 
College revived, and the clouds 
which had so tong lung over that 
nursery of religion and learning 
began to be dissipated. Raised 
expectations were formed by Mr. 
Finley’s friends, and they were 
not disappointed. Under his 
care the College flourished and 
acquired additional reputation, 
and his own famie became much 
more extensive. He was known 
in various parts of Europe, and 
corresponded with many eminent 
men there, among whom was 
Dr. Samuel Chandler, of Lon- 
don, who in all his letters evin- 
ced the most sincete esteem for 
this his distant friend. Such was 
the opinion his friends in Scot- 

1 entertained of him, as a di- 
vine and a scholar, that, without 
his knowledge, they procured for 
him the degree of Doctor of Di- 
vinity, from the University of 
Glasgow. He received his Dip- 
loma in 1763. 

‘Unremitted attention to the 
duties of his station very sensibly 











3805. } Life of Dr. Samuel Finley, 283 


affected his health, and produced 
a fixed obstruction in his liver. 
He repaired to Philadelphia for 
medical aid, where he died, on 
the 17th of July, 1766, in the 
51st year of his age. 


He was twice married. His: 


first wife was Miss Sarah Hall, 
a lady of an amiable character, 
who was truly an help meet for 
him ; by her he had eight chil- 
dren, ef whem one only is now 
living. She died in the year 
1760, and in 1761, Dr. Finley 
‘married Miss Ann Clarkson, a 
daughter of Mr. Matthew Clark- 
son, formerly an eminent mer- 
chant in the city of New York, 
and a lineal descendant from Da- 
vid Clarkson, B, D. who was ejec- 
ted for non conformity, in Eng- 
land, in 1671. This -lady still 
survives. 

Dr. Finley was in sentiment a 
Calvinist. He wasa scribe instruc- 
ted unto the kingdom of heaven. 
His sermons were not hasty pro- 
ductions, but filled with solid 
good sense and well digested 
sentiment, expressed in a style 
pleasing to the man of science, 
yet perfectly intelligible by the 
more illiterate. ‘They were cal- 
culated to inform the ignorant, 
to alarm the careless and secure, 
to comfort and edify the saint, 
and to make the sinner in Zion 
iremble. 

As aman he was remarkable 
for uncommon swectness of tem- 
per and poljte behaviour ; given 
to hospitality, charitable without 
ostentation, diligent in es 
formance of the relative duties 
of life, and jn all things shewing 
himself a pattern of good works. 

When the Dr. first applied to 
the physicians in Philadelphia, 
he had no apprehension that his 
dissolution was so near, as it af- 


terwards appeared; for he ob, 
served to his friends, “if my 
work is done I am ready. .I do 
not desire to live a day longer 
than I can work for God. But I 
cannot think this is the case as 
yet. God has_much for me to 
do before I depart hence.” 

About a month before he died, 
his physicians informed him that 
his disease appeared tg them in- 
curable ; upon which he expres- 
sed entire resignation to the di- 
vine will, and from that time till 
his death, was employed in set- 
ting his’ house in order. On be- 
ing told by one of his physicians, 
that according to present ap- 
pearances he could live but a few 
days longer, he lifted up his 
eyes, and exclaimed, * then wel- 
come Lord Jesus.” 

On the Sabbath preceding his 
death, his brother-in-law, Dr. 
Clarkson, one of his physicians, 
told him that he perceived a vi- 
sible alteration, from which he 
apprehended his death was at 
hand. ‘“ Then,” said he, “ may 
the Lord bring me near himself. 
I have been waiting with a Cana- 


an hunger for theypromised land. 


I have often wondered that God 
suffered me to live ; | have more 
wondered, that ever he called me 
to be a minister of his word, 
He has often afforded me much 
strength, which, though I have 
abused, he has returned in mer- 
cv. O faithful are the promises 
of God! O that I could see him, 
as I have seen him heretofore in 
his sanctuary ! Although I have 
earnestly desired death, as: the 
hireling pants for the evening 
shade, yet will I wait all the days 
of my appointed time. . I have 
often struggled with principali- 
ties and powers, and have been 
brought almost to despair. Lord, 
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Jet it suffice.” Here he sat up, 
and closed his eyes, and prayed 
fervently, that God would shew 
him his glory before he should 
depart hence; that he would 
enable him to endure patiently 
to the end, and particularly, that 
he might be kept from dishon- 
otring the ministry. Then he 
resumed his discourse, and spoke 
as follows; “I can truly say, 
that I have loved the service of 
God. I know not in what lan- 
guage to speak of my own un- 
worthiness. I have been undu- 
tiful. I have honestly endeav- 
oured to act for God, but with 
much weakness and corruption.” 
Here he lay down and continued 
to speak in broken sentences, as 
follows; “ A Christian’s death 
is the best part of his existence. 
The Lord has made provision 
for the whole way; provision 
for the soul, and provision for 
the body. O that I could recol- 
lect Sabbath blessings. The 
Lord hath given me many souls, 
as crowns of my rejoicing. 
Blessed be God, eternal res‘\is at 
hand. Eternity is but long 
enough to enjoy my God. This, 
this has animated me in my se- 
verest studies; I was ashamed 
to take rest here. O that I 
could be filled with the fulness 
of God! That fulness which fills 
heaven !” Being asked if it 
were in his choice, whether to 
live or die, which he would 
choose ; he replied, “ to die ; 
though I cannot but say, I feel 
the same strait that St. Paul 
did, that he knew not which to 
choose ; for me to live is Christ, 
but to die is great gain. But 
should God by a miracle prolong 
may life, 1 will still continue to 
serve him. His service has ev- 
er been sweet to me. I have 
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loved it much. I have tried 
my \Master’s yoke, and will 
never shrink my neck from it. 

His yoke is easy ond his burden 
light.” You are more cheer- 
ful and vigorous, Sir,” said one of 
the company ; “ Yes,” he repli-. 
ed, “ I rise or fall, as eternal rest 
seems nearer, or farther off.” It 
being observed to him, that he 
always used the expression, 
“dear Lord,” in his prayers, he 
answered, “ OQ! he is very dear, 
very precious indeed ! How de- 
sirable it is for a mimister to die 
on the Sabbath! I expect to 
spend the remaining part of 
this Sabbath in heaven.” One 
of the company said to him, 
“ You will soon be joined toa 
blessed society ; you will forev- 
er hold converse with 4éraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, with the spirits 
of the just made perfect, with 
old friends, and many old fash- 
ioned people.” “ Yes Sir,” he 
replied with a smile, “ but they 
are a most polite people now.” 
He expressed great gratitude to 
friends around him, and said, 
“ may the Lord repay you for 
your tenderness to me ; may he 
bless you abundantly, not only 
with tem but with spiritual 
blessings.” Turning to his 
wife, he said, “I expect my 
dear to see you shortly in glory.” 
Then, addressing himself to the 
whole company, he said, “O 
that each of you may experience 
what, blessed be God, I do, when 
you come to die; may you have 
the pleasure in a dying hour tore- 
flect, that with faith and patience, 
zeal and sincerity, you have en- 
deavoured .to serve the Lord; 
and may each of you be impres- 
sed, as I have been, with God’s 
word ; locking upon it as sub- 


stantial, and not only fearing, 
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but being unwilling to offend 
against it.” Upon -seeing a 
member of the second Presby- 
terian church in Philadelphia, he 
said, “I have often preached 
hnd prayed among you, my dear 
Sir, and the doctrines I preached 
to you are now my support ; 
and, blessed be God, they are 
without a flaw. .May the Lord 
bless and preserve your church ; 
he designs good for it yet, I 
trust.” To a_ person from 
Princeton, he said, “ Give my 
love to the people at Princeton, 
and tell them that I am going to 
die, and that Iam not afraid to 
die.”"——-He sometimes cried out, 
“ The Lord Jesus, take caye of 
his cause in the world !” 

Upon awaking the next morn- 
ing, he exclaimed, “ O.! what a 
disappointment I have met with ! 
I expected this morning to have 
been;in heaven!” Great weak- 
ness prevented his speaking 
much this day, but what he did 
say was the language of tri- 
umph. 

On the following morning, 
with a pleasing smile on his 
countenance, and with a strong 
voice, he cried out, “ OI shall 
triumph over every foe! The 
Lord hath given me the victory ! 
1 exult! I triumph! O that I 
could see untainted purity! 
Now I know that it is impos- 
sible that faith should not tri- 
umph over earth and hell: I 
think I have nothing to dobut to 
die; yet, perhaps I have :—Lord 
shew me my task!” After ex- 
pressing some fears lest he did 
hot endeavour to preserve his 
remaining life through eager- 
hess to depart, and being told 
that he did nothing inconsistent 
with self preservation, he said, 
“Lord Jesus; into thy hands I 


commend my spirit; I do it with 
confidence; I do it with full 
assurance. I know thou wilt 
keep that which I have commits. 
ted tothee. I have been dream- 
ing too fast of the time of my 
departure, for I find it does not 
come; but the Lord is: faithful, 
and will not tarry beyond his 
appointed time.” 

When one who attended him, 
told him that his pulse grew 
weaker, he cried out, “ that is 
well.” 

In the afternoon the Rey. Mr. 
Spencer called to see him, and 
told him; “I have come, dear 
Sir, to see you confirm, by facts, 
the gospel you have been preach~ 
ing ; pray how do you feel?” To 
which he replied, “ full of tri- 


umph! I triumph through 


Christ ! Nothing clips my wings 
but the thoughts of my disso- 
lution being delayed. QO that it 
wefe to-night! My very soul 
thirsts for eternal rest.” Mr, 
Spencer asked him, what he 
saw in eternity to excite such 
vehement desires in his soul, 
He said, “I see the eternal love 
and goodness of God ; I see the 
fulness of the Mediator; I see 
the love of Jesus; O! tobe dis- 
solved and be with him! I long 
to be clothed with the complete 
righteousness of Christ.” He 
then desired Mr. Spencer to 
pray with him before they part. 
ed, and told him, “ I have gained 
the victory over the devil; pray 
to God to preserve me from evil, 
to keep me from fp, 
his great name in this criti 
hour, and to support me with his 
presence in my passage through 
the valley of the shadow of 
death,” } 

He spent the remaining part of 
the evening in bidding farewel to 
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his friends, and exhorting such of 
his children as were with him. 
He frequently cried out, “Why 
move the tardy hours so slow ?” 

The next day, July 16; termi- 
nated his conflict. His speech 
failed him; although he made 
many efforts to speak, he could 
seldom do it so distinctly as to 
be understood. A friend desir- 
ed him to give some token 
whereby his friends might know, 
whether he still continued to 
triumph; whereupon he lifted 
up his hand, and said, ‘* Yes.” 
Tn the afternoon he spake several 
sentences, but little could be 
collected from them. Some of 
the last words he spake concern- 
ing himself were, “ after one or 
two engagements more, the con- 
flict will be over.” Inthe even- 
ing, about 9 o’clock, he fell into 
a sound sleep, and appeared to be 
much more free from pain than 
he had been for many days be- 
fore. He continued to sleep 
without changing his position, 
till about ‘one o’clock, when he 
expired without a sigh or a 
groan. 

During his whole sickness, he 
was not heard to utter a repining 
word; and in all the farewels 
he bid his friends and relations, 
he was never seen to shed a sin- 
ele tear, or exhibit any mark of 
sorrow. 

He was interred in the second 
Presbyterian church in the city 
of Philadelphia, adjoining his 
once ‘intimate friend, the Rev. 
Gilbert Tennent. The exces- 
sive heat prevented his being 
removed to Princeton, where 
the dust of his prececessors lay, 
but many of the students came 
from thence to pay the last 
tribute of respect to the remains 
of him, wham living, they admir- 


ed and loved. Eight of them 
carried the corpse to the grave; 
and a sermon suited to the occa- 
sion was preached by the Rev. 
Richard Treat of Abingdon. 

A Tomb Stone, with an Eng, 
lish inscription, covers his grave 
in Philadelphia; and at Prince- 
ton, the Trustees of the College 
of New-Jersey have erected a 
Cenotaph to his memory, with an 
inscription -in Latin. 


————e— 


BRIEF MEMOIRS OF LADY HEN: 
RIETTA HOPE. 


(Fran a Supplement to Dr. Gillies’ 
Historical Collections.) 


In the list of those, who, in 
the present century, have 
not only proved grace in the 
reality of its existence, but have 
also shown it forth in the evi- 
dence of its operation, Lapy 
Henrietta Hore justly claims 
the privilege of enrolment: she 
was third daughter of John Eart 
of Hopetoun, 

There can hardly be a stron- 
ger, and certainly not so amiable, 
a criterion of a person’s worth 
and good qualities, as their be- 
ing the object of general affec- 
tion and esteem inthe particular 
place of their habitual residence, 
Estimating by this rule, Lady 
Henrictta Hope possessed indis- 
putable pretensions to the most 
favourable representation; for 
she was universally beloved by 
all around her where she resided. 
This affection, from superiors 
and inferiors, is a circumstance 
always honourable, and rendered 
peculiarly so in some situations. 

Lady Henrietta Hope, by na- 
ture, was formed for eminence. 
Possessed of a strong, clear uns 
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derstanding and, sound judg- 
ment; much improved by read- 
ing, conversation, deep thought, 
and observation, she gave early 
presages Of proving highly use- 
ful and ornamental to society, if 
permitted to see those years 
necessary for maturing the pow- 
ers of the human mind ; and the 
great expectations formed by her 
friends were not disappointed. 
She possessed the nicest moral 
sense, a heart for friendship, a 
keen sensibility of human pain, 
with an unceasing desire to re- 
lieve, or at least alleviate, in 
every possible way, the varie- 
gated distresses of her fellow- 
creatures. Yet, though favoured 
with a mind thus enriched with 
every virtue of the moral charac- 
ter, tinited to the most amiable 
dispositions and engaging man- 
ners, it was not till her twenty- 
fifth year, that Lady Henrietta 
Hope began to inquire about the 
great realities of eternity. At 
that time, an impression con- 
cerning the one thing needful 
was made upon her mind, which 
never after was effaced. Her 
own words upon this subject, at 
that memorable period, are, “ O 
wo grace how great a debtor! 
Called at first out of nothing ; 
and, after twenty-five years obsti- 
nacy and rebellion, awakened 
from a state of sin, misery, and 
death, and brought to the light 
of the glorious gospel, to the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ re- 
vealed therein, and (though by 
slow degrees, through various 
mazes, manifold temptations and 
sundry trials, may I not, in all 
humility say) to good hopes 
through grace; how shall I 
praise the riches of that grace, 


which has: abounded towards 
me !”? 


Being thus brought from dark- 
ness to light, and her mind re- 
lieved from anxiety respecting 
her own state, the language. of 
her heart was that of the Royal 
Psalmist: * What shall I ren- 
der unto the Lord?” Believing 
it her duty, anid viewing it as her 
privilege, she made an entire 
dedication of herself, with all she 
had, or ever should stand posses - 
sed of, to that great and gracious 
Being, who had dealt so bounti- 
fully with her. . Nor did she 
ever breathe a wish to recal the 
solemn deed: no; the residue 
of her life, by its uniform tenor, 
proved the sacrifice, not only 
sincere, but universal, in so far 
as her situation would permit. 

The deepest humility marked 
Lady Henrietta Hope’s char- 
acter, almost to excess. From 
principle, she courted the shade, 
though her mind, formed by 
natural and acquired abilities, 
fitted her for shining as a bright 
example of the transforming 
power of sovereign grace, united 
to every requisite for filling the 
most useful station in the Chris- 
tian line. From this excess of 
the most amiable virtue, the 
publick eye discovered but a few 
of the numerous instances of her 
generous and judicious exertions 
for the cause of religion in par- 
ticular, and the general good of 
her fellow-creatures at large, as 
she generally acted through the 
medium of others, who, she be- 
lieved, (from overrating their 
abilities as she depreciated her 
own) were better qualified to ap 
pear on the stage of life, as the 
witnesses of Jesus ; but, though 
unknown to many, they are all 
noted in the divine records, and 
will, ere Jong, be read aloud be- 
fore an assembled world. Sufé 
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fice it to say, Lady Henrietta 
Hope, on many occasions, united 
with others, and gave largely, 
both of judicious counsel and 
pecuniary aid, towards erecting 
chapels, building schools, and en- 
dowing them, together with ex- 
tensive, both occasional and sta- 
ted, provision for the poor and 
distressed of every description ; 
while she used her influence 
with those in the higher walks 
of life, to gain them over to the 
interests of vital, experimental 
religion ; for which she was well 
qualified, not only as holding 
forth by example the word of life 
in the most amiable light, but 
also froma thorough acquaint- 
ance with the doctrinal and 
preceptive parts of the holy reli- 
gion she professed, together 
with no inconsiderable degree of 
elocution and command of her 
pen. Availing herself of these 
advantages, with a single eye to 
the glory of God, and with that 
extreme modesty and winning 
softness peculiar to her, she of- 
ten carried captive the minds of 
those she addressed, at least so 
far as to gain approbation. 
Nothing short of the inter- 
position of a Divine Agent can 
produce in the human mind, that 
belief of the important truths of 
the gospel, termed by the apos- 
tle, “the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen.” Yet the divine bles- 
sing often renders effectual the 
feeble attempts of Christians to 
effect this great purpose; and 
there is reason to believe this 
eminent servant of God did not 
labour in vain. If, to what is al- 
ready said of this amiable lady, 
we add, her unwearied attention 
to every relative duty, her faith- 
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ful discharge of every trust re- 
posed in her, we must say, the 
portrait is pleasing, the character 
exemplary. 

But as no degree of moral 
excellence, or strength of grace, 
can procure the Christian an 
exemption from trials, Lady 
Henrietta Hope, though posses- 
sed of the favour of her God, the 
esteem of the world, the affec- 
tion of her relations, and the love 
of her Christian friends, yet 
suffered much in the last years 
of her life, froma very delicate 
frame, which gave rise to many 
distressing complaints, all which 
she endured with that.calm forti- 
tude and unbroken resignation, 
that nothing but true religion can 
inspire. 

In autumn, 1785, Lady Hen- 
rietta Hope went to Bristol Hot- 
wells, where, after every medi- 
cal exertion proving ineffectual, 
and the medicinal virtue of the 
wells yielding no relief, she 
meekly rendered up her ran- 
somed soul into the hands of her 
gracious God, who called her 
home to receive her great re- 
ward, eternal life, the free gift of 
the Most High, upon the Ist day 
of January, 1786, leaving behind 
her a fair copy of every thing 
praise-worthy, and of good re- 
port. Aconsiderable part of her 
fortune she left for pious and 
charitable purposes. 

Of humble spirit, though of taste 
refin’d, 

Her  feclings tender, though her will 

Call’d. by’ affliction, every grace to 
prove, 

a perfect, and complete in 
ove ; 

O’er death victorious, through her 

Saviour’s might, 


She reigns triumphant with the 
saints in light. 


1805. ] _ Religious Communications. 289 


Religious Communications, 
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For the Panoplist. 
Letrer IV. 


@N THE IMPORTANCE OF DECISION. 
Dear Brother, 


You well describe the moral 
feelings of many, when you say, 
that it is impossible for you io come 
to any fixed conclusion, as to the 
true system of religion, and that al- 
most every subject is. involved in 
obscuruy. : In another part of 
your letter, you ‘disclose one oc- 
casion of your uncertainty. “ ./- 


mid the various denominations of 


Christians, and the clashing of of- 
fosite sentiments, how shall I know 
what *8 truth, and what is er- 
ror 2” This uncertainty in re- 
ligious, concerns is one of the 
characteristics of the present 
generation. At some periods, 
people in’ general have been 
governed by superstition. At 
other times, through the in- 
fluence of bigotry, it has been 
accounted a crime, to Call in 
question a single point of com- 
mon belief. Yea, the same cer- 
iainty and importance have been 
attached to the subordinate parts 
of revelation, and even to trifles 
of human invention, as to the 
sublimest and most essential 
truths of God. But now the 
multitude have gone to the oppo- 
site extreme. Their minds are 
greatly, and, in many instances, 
totally unsettled. They know 


not what sentiment to embrace, 
nor what to reject. They are al- 
together doubtful, what religion 
is. 
That you, my brother, have 
eaught the general spirit of the 
Vol. I. No. 7. Oo 


times, is nothiiig strange ; espe- 


 clally considering the citcle, in 


which you have moved, the 
preaching you have heard, and 
the sentiments and characters, 
which have been constantly ap- 
plauded in your ears. It is the 
object of this letter, not so much 
to reprehend you, as to afford 
you some brotherly aid in extri- 
cating yourself from those diffi- 
culties, which you so frankly lay 
open, and in discovering the 
plain path of truth and duty. 
Why, my dear brother, do you 
allow yourself to be so perplexed 
with the diversity of opinions, 
which mankind entertain re- 
specting religion ? Are you thus 
perplexed with the different sen- 
timents which they embrace on 
any subject of a civil nature? Do 
you feel a total uncertainty re- 
specting the Newtonian philoso- 
phy, because it has been a sub- 
ject of warm dispute among the 
learned! Do you embarrass your 
inquiries on other important sub- 
jects with considerations’, which 
do not belong to them? Do you 
darken the evidence of truth, 
and debar yourself from the com- 
fort of rational decision, by pon- 
dering upon all the doubts which 
ignorance has bred, or upon the 
sophistical objections, which 
learned prejudice has raised ? 
You may say, it is natural to 
expect that new discoveries will 
be subjects of controversy, where 
ignorance and prejudice prevail. 
But is it not still more natural to 
expect that men, in their present 
moral state, will be divided on 
religious subjects! Being gov- 
erned by corrupt inclination, will 
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they not be backward to receive 
for truth that, which forbids their 
pleasures, or humbles their 
pride ? Corruftt inclination, opera- 
ting in various ways, accounts in 
a great measure for the resolute 
opposition, which is kept up 
against the truth, and for the 
astonishing variety of errors 
propagated in the world. Now 
if this is the source of the various 
unscriptural opinions, which 
have prevailed in Christian coun- 
tries ; can their prevalence just- 
ly have such weight in your 
mind, as to render you doubtful 
concerning the truths of reli- 
gion ? 

But waving these considera- 
tions, let us, my brother, repair 
to the Bible. Zhe Bible is our 
guide, said owr excellent father, 
whose life and death proved its 
worth. I seldom speak of the 
Bible, without recalling his hon- 
oured name and pious imstruc- 
tions. How happy am I to ob- 
serve, that young as you were, 
those instructions were not whol- 
ly lost upon you, but that you 
still manifest a solemn reverence 
for the word of God. May infi- 
nite mefcy erase the wrong im- 
pressions, which have been made 
on your mind by intercourse 
with the vain world, and dispose 
you to use the Bible, as your 
only guide. Be determined, be 
constant in this, and your gloo- 
my doubts will soon give place 
to the clear light of revelation, 
and to a happy certainty respect- 
ing the great truths of reli- 
gion. 

If you would be fully convin- 
ced of the unsuitableness and 
criminality of such a doubtful, un- 
settled state of mind, as you 
manifest, I beg you to consider, 
im the first place, Aow plain the 
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instructions of revelation are. 
The Bible was intended for com- 
mon use. Therefore the wis- 
dom of God took care, that it 
should be intelligible to common 
people. The instruction it gives 
respecting divine things is easy 
to be understood. None can 
mistake its meaning, except 
through the influence of bad pas- 
sions. We are told by truth it- 
self, that, if any man will do 
God’s will, he shall understand 
his doctrine. To an_ honest, 
obedient heart the Bible is plain. 
Even those instructions, which 
respect the character and govern- 
ment of God, and the scheme of 
redemption, are as plain as they 
can be consistently with truth, 
They must be incomprehensible, 
in order to be true. They must 
be incomprehensible, or they 
would have no just claim to be- 
lief. Still those inspired truths, 
which relate to the sublimest 
and most incomprehensible sub- 
jects, are expressed in such sim- 
ple terms, and with so much 
plainness and precision, as to be 
intelligible to the most unlearn- 
ed. “The testimony of the 
Lord is sure, making wise the 
simple.” 

Consider secondly, the fulness 
of scrifture. It contains a com- 
plete system of religious truth. 
As it teaches us what to believe, 
it is a perfect rule of faith. As 
it teaches us what to do, it Isa 
perfect rule of practice. How 
exactly itis adapted to the va- 
rious characters and situations of 
men. It rises with the king on 
the throne, and teaches him how 
to reign. It goes with the judge 
to the bench, and teaches his 
heart, and his lips. It enters 
the domestic scene, and instructs 
the husband and the wife, the 
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parent and the child, the master 
and the servant. It gives rules 
for our conduct at home, and 
abroad, in company, and alone, 
at our table, and on our pillow. 
{t teaches our tongues, our eyes, 
our ears, our hands, and our feet 
their proper work. It is a faith- 
ful monitor in prosperity, and 
faithful friend in adversity. .No 
state is so depressed, that the Bi- 
ble cannot rajse it; none so 
troubled, that the Bible cannot 
compose it; none too dark, to 
be illuminated by its heavenly 
light. The Bible is equally full 
respecting points of belief. Itis 
as frofitable for doctrine, as it is 


for repiroof, for instruction, end 


for correction in righteousness, 
The Bible is perfect. With this 
plain, this perfect book in your 
hand, how can you be doubtful ? 
What new advantage can you 
desire for obtaining a satis- 
factory, and certain knowledge 
of divine things ? 

Consider thirdly, that the Bible 
sheaks on every subject of religion 
with frerfect certainty. Christ 
and his apostles speak of the 
truths of God without any hesi- 
tation or indecision, Open the 
New-Testament, my brother, in 
any part, and see, what doctrine 
of religion is mentioned in a du 
bious manner. When inspired 


men discourse on the most im- 


portant, and most mysterious 
subjects, it does not appear, that 
they feel the least degree of un- 
certainty themselves, or mean to 
inculcate it upon others. There 
are books, which, by representing 
almost every subject, as envelo- 
ia in uncertainty, tend to un- 
inge the mind respecting the 
whole system of religion. You, 
if I mistake not, have experi- 
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enced the baneful influence of 
such books. But. where is the 
least appearance of such uncer- 
tainty in the Bible? Every thing 
there. jis sure and stable, .And 
the attentive, devout reader of 
that infallible book must in some 
measure imbibe the spirit of in- 
spiration, and learn to think and 
speak on every great subject 
with modest decision, and sacred 
confidence. 

Inspired men, beside speaking 
with confidence and certainty 
themselves, represent the saints 
in general, as firmly established 
in their religious sentiments, as 
knowing the truth, as being sure. 
Yea, they teach the absolute 
necessity of that full conviction 
of the truth, which is properly 
called knowledge or assurance of 
belief. They inculcate such a 
use of the infallible rule of faith 
which they furnish, as issues in 
a pleasing certainty. Now where 
is the propriety ofall this, unless 
scripture clearly distinguishes 
between truth and error, and af- 
fords light sufficient to determine 
every candid mind? 

After all the light given us, is 
it not, my brother, an offence to 
the author of the Bible, to be full 
of doubt respecting religious 
things? After Christ’s resurrec- 
tion had been proved by satis- 
factory evidence, the doubting of 
Thomas was reprehensible. Je- 
sus reproved his disciples for be- 
ing slow to believe, and of a doubt- 
Jul mind, upon the principle, that 
they had been furnished with 
sufficjent evidence to remove 
every doubt and to establish 
their faith. Had not this been 
the case, they would not have 
deserved reproof. To doubt, 
where satisfactory evidence is 
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“Wanting, betokens a sound mind. 


But what a dishonour to the God 
of truth, to doubt, where he has 
given us abundant evidence. 
Shall we, who are favoured 
with the light of the sun, mee* 
with darkness in the day time, and 
grope at noon day, asin the night ? 
Shall we say, that the sacred vol- 


ume, which divine wisdom dicta- 


ted and divine goodness bestow- 
ed, does not give us satisfactory 
information on those very sub- 
jects, which it professes to teach ? 
Vhat should we think of a hu- 
man author, who should write a 
book on a political or philoso- 
phical subject, and yet leave his 


readers entirely in the dark, as to 


his Own meaning, and as to the 
subject he undertook to explain ? 
To say that God has done so, is 
to sink him below every respec- 
table human author. What, my 
brother, has God given us satis- 
factory instruction respecting the 
ordinary concerns of life, but 
withheld such instruction respec- 
ting the great truths of religion ? 
Has he spread dark clouds over 
us, where we most need light, 
and where he has expressly 
undertaken to furnish us with 
light? Has he spoken at large of 
his own perfections and purposes, 
of Christ’s character and work, 
of man’s moral state, of regenera- 
tion, and of the final condition of 
the righteous and the wicked ; 
and yet, has he said nothing 
satisfactory on these great sub- 
jects? Has he mentioned them 
to occasion perplexity, uncer- 
tainty, and disunion? Who will 
dare thus to charge God! And 
yet all this is implied in that reli- 
gious scepticism, which you un- 
happily indulge, and which many 
studiously vindicate. 
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I suggest one more thought, 
which is capable of being easily 
established by an appeal to facts. 
A habit of doubting, as far as it 
extends, firevents the good influ. 
ence of divine truth, When the 
truths of religion have any good 
influence, it is by being firmly 
and cordially believed. He, who 
is ‘aught of God, sees the objects 
of religion to be realities, yea, 
certainties. He believes and is 
sure. He no longer regards the 
truths of the gospel, as dispu- 
table. He has, as Mr. Edwards 
expresses it, @ reasonable and 
sfirttual conviction of judgment, 
of the reality and certainty of di- 
vine things. The truths of the 
gospel, thus believed with all the 
heart, will, it is evident, have 
great influence upon the affec- 
tions and conduct. But without. 
an unwavering belief of revealed 
truth, this good influence will be 
wholly unknown. How can a 
sinner, doubtful of his own de- 
pravity and guilt, be the subject 
of Christian humility and peni- 
tence ? And how can a sinner, 
duly sensible of his own criminal, 
helpless state, confidently trust 
in a Saviour, whose character he 
knows not; or ground his eter- 
nal hopes upon an atonement, the 
reality of which he doubts? 
Prevailing uncertainty respecting 
the being of God would destroy 
the sincerity, the fervour, and the 
comfort of devotion. He who 
can say to God, “thou art my 
rock, and my deliverer, my God, 
in whom I will trust,” feels as 
certain of God’s being and per- 
fection, as he does of his own 
existence, The same _ obser- 
vations are applicable to every 
part of the gospel scheme. 


How great then, is the worth of 
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an assured belief of the truth? 
And how pernicious the practical 
influence of a doubtful mind ? 

Behold the apostles, and primi- 
tive Christians. See them will- 
ingly suffering the loss of all 
things, for the excellence of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus. See 
them preaching, writing, living, 
suffering, dying, to propagate 
the truths of reyelation. Did 
they act like men of a doubtful, 
wavering mind? Do men of this 
age, who are unsettled in their 
religious opinions, and make a 
boast of their philosophical 
doubts, show such Christian zeal, 
such sublime piety, such exem- 
plary goodness, as belonged to 
those ancient worthies? And do 
they enjoy equal happiness? I 
appeal to you, my brother, wheth- 
er a doubting turn of mind is not 
hostile to enjoyment. To the 
pious it is certainly so. [Every 
doubt respecting those excellent 
truths, which they so_ highly 
prize, must be painful; while an 
unwavering belief of their cer- 
tainty is attended with holy satis- 
faction. 

Arise then, my brother, and 
assert the dignity of the freeborn 
mind. Put off the shackles of 
prejudice. Scorn to be in bond- 
age to the opinions of the world. 
Be not enslaved by the fear of 
man, Think for yourself. With 
an ardent desire to find the truth, 
enter upon the study of God’s 
word. Benot in haste to decide. 
Take time for examination. Let 
no business or pleasure keep you 
from a thorough search of the 
scriptures, Above all, open 
your soul to the influences of hea- 
ven, remembering ¢/at none can 
teach like God. 


CONSTANS. 
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Por tiie Panoplist. 
THE TRIPLER. 


Ir is a serious question, which 
the prophet asks, and. a question 
which thousands are unable to 
answer, “ Wherefore do ye spend 
money for, that which is not 
bread, and your labour for that 
which satisfieth not ?” 

The immediate end of world- 
ly labour is to procure such 
things as are needful for the 
bedy, The use of money is to 
purchase those necessaries or 
conveniences which we cannot 
procure immediately by our la- 
bour. But how. many apply 
their labour and their money to 
objects, which contribute notk~- 
ing to the real purposes of life ! 

We smile at the folly-of -chil- 
dren, who. spend their little 


gains merely to gratify a playful 


fancy. This folly we excuse-in 
them, because it is congenial to 
their age. But if. tops, rattles 
and hobby-horses should be their 
principal pleasures through life, 
we should certainly pronounce 
them idiots. And are.there not 
many such idiots? Are there not 
thousands who. would be as much 
at a loss to assign a reason for 
their pursuits, as the boy is for 
the pleasure which he takes in 
his baubles ? 

We pity the indiscretion of 
the giddy youth, who consumes 
in diversion the precious fruits 
of his industry, and wastes in an 
evening the solid earnings of 
days and weeks. We well know 
that his money might be more 
wisely applied. His expensive 
amusement gives him no real 
satisfaction. It gratifies the pas- 
sion of the moment, but leaves 
the mind more vacant and rest- 
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less than jt was before. To sus- 
pend his uneasiness, he returns 
to his favourite amusement, as 
soon as opportunity occurs, and 
the means are in_ his power. 
Thus his time is divided between 
the indulgence of his pleasure 
and the labour which must fur- 
nish him with the means. What 
a foolish and ridiculous life is 
this! We hope experience and 
yeflection will make him wiser. 
And yet we fear, that a growing 
habit will baffle experience and 
silence reflection. 

But while we pity this young 
man’s indiscretion, can we not 
see the same in many who are 
older? Are there not heads of 
families, who, in the most literal 
sense, spend their money and la- 
bour for that which satisfieth not? 
They have useful occupations, and 
health and skill to Jabour ; and nev- 
er are out of employment when 
they wish to be in it. But to 
what purpose do they apply their 
earnings ? It is to gratify an in- 
temperate appetite, whose im- 
portunate calls consume the best 
fruits of their labour, and reduce 
their families to want. If you 
reprove them for the neglect of 
God's worship, the want of de- 
cent apparel is a ready excuse. 
But why do they want apparel ‘ 
It is because they spend their 
money and labour for that which 
will not clothe them. And still 
this is a circumstance which 
never hinders their appearance 
in some sorts of compaiy. 

When we look upon such 
men, we say, What a pity it is 
that they are not more frugal 
and temperate! ‘hey do busi- 
ness enough to live comfortably 
and reputably, if they used the 
same economy as their nei¢h- 
bours. 


This is justly said. But now 
let us look on the temperate 
and ‘industrious part of man- 
kind. Perhaps among them we 
shall find some, who fall under 
the same censure which they so 
liberally bestow on the improvi- 
dent and dissolute. If nothing 
farther is in their thoughts, than 
the acquisition of worldly pro- 
perty, they, like the fools whom 
they condemn, are labouring for 
that, which will not satisfy them. 

Man was made for another 
world. He cannot obtain hap- 
piness in this, for there is noth- 
ing here commensurate to his 
desires. If his views stop short 
of that eternal state, which is be- 
fore him, and if his labours are 


not applied to the means of pre- 


paring for that state, he, with all 
his worldly fore-thought and in- 
dustry, is but a trifler. The 
man, who in health makes no 
provision for sickness and age, 
is guilty of great folly. But 
more egregious is the folly of 
the man, who in life makes na 
provision for eternity. 

Riches are desirable, so far 
as they relieve our wants and in- 
crease our usefulness. A little 
will supply our wants ; less will 
satisfy our desire ta be useful. 
Few can be found, whose chari- 
ty is equal to their ability. In 
the hands of a wise man, riches 
may be a blessing ; in the hands 
of a worldling, they are a vexa- 
tion. When they jncrease, de- 
sire increases with them ; and 
whether he has little or much, 
still he is unsatisfied. It is with 
toil that he acquires them ; with 
perplexity that he preserves 
them ; with reluctance that he 
expends them 5 with regret that 
he parts with them. 

Every man, even the most 
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prosperous, may be referred to 
his own experience, whether 
there is any satisfaction in the 
things which he possesses. He 
is prompted to labour by the 
hope of gain. But when he has 
obtained his object, he is much 
jn the same situation as before, 
still unsatisfied with his condi- 
tion, and still seeking to mend 
it. 

Yet men are fond of riches. 
And what are those fine things 
which they call by this name? 
It is imagination which gives 
them their value. They have 
no intrinsic worth. We call a 
man rich, who has a large and 
well cultivated farm. But its 
value is in the produce ; not in 
the soil. And this produce is per- 
ishable. Farther then, than he 
needs it for his consumption, it 
is of no value, unless he can 
exchange it for silver or gold. 
And these again have no real 
worth, farther than they can be 
exchanged for something better ; 
for they will not serve for food, 
raiment or necessary utensils, 
Perhaps with the surplus of his 
money, he can purchase a terri- 
tory in some remote wilderness. 
But if he is never to occupy it, 
or even to see it, what is it bet- 
ter to him, than as many acres 
of sky / Or he may exchange 
his silver for small scrips of pa- 
per, which premise him the 
same again with a small addi- 
tion. If the man who makes 
the promise to him, should im- 
mediately fulfil it, his gain is pre- 
vented and his end defeated ; or 
ifthe man should prove unable 
to fulfilthe promise, the scrips 
are but waste paper. Their 
value then lies in the debtor’s 
supposed ability, with an actual 
delay, to perform his promise. 
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What then are riches! They 
are the creatures of imagination. 
Things, which, in their nature, 
are immediately useful, cannot 
be riches, for they are perish- 
able. Things permanent can- 
not be riches, for they have no 
intrinsic value. Our riches 
then must be something, which 
we can exchange for something 
else ; and this second something 
must be that, which we can ex- 
change back again for the first, 
or some third thingy which may 
also be exchanged. And do we 
thus become rich? Why then 
are not our children rich, 
when they can exchange one 
bauble for another; or when 
they can toss a ball and see a 
number eager to catch it; and 
he who catches it can toss it 
again; and when the game has 
gone round, they can all sit down 
a little more weary than they 
were when they began ? 

To enjoy the comforts, and 
escape the mortifications of the 
world, we must live above it, 
place little dependence upon it, 
and direct out thoughts and af- 
fections to greater and better 
things. The man who lives 
without religion, however wise 
and industrious he may be in re- 
lation to this world, is, at best, 
but a trifler. 

And there are some pretend- 
ers to religion, who are triflers 
too. 

They are convinced, that the 
world cannot satisfy them, for 
they have tried it; or cannot 
satisfy them long, for they must 
leave it. They resolve to apply 
themselves to religion as the 


means of present hope and fu- 


ture felicity. But they frame a 
religion of their own, so differ- 
ent from that, which Ged has 
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prescribed, that it can never be 
approved by him, nor does it ful- 
ly satisfy themselves. The 
prophet Micah introduces a 
superstitious zealot inquiring, 
“ Wherewith shall I come be- 
fore the Lord? Shall I come be- 
fore him with thousands of 
fams, of with ten thousands of 
rivers of oil? Shall I offer my 
first-born for my transgression, 
the fruit of my body ‘for the sin 
of my soul?” The prophet an- 
swers, * He “hath shewed thee; 
© man, what is good ; and what 
doth the Lord thy God require 
of thee, but to do justly, to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God ?” The Baalites thought 
to obtain an answer from their 
god by costly sacrifices, long and 
vociférous prayers, and cruel 
lacerations of the flesh. But 
the sactifice, which the true 
God requires, as an attendant on 
prayer, Is real repentance, a 
humble heart, and the dedica- 
tion of ourselves to him. The 
apostle supposes, that some may 
give all their goods to the poor, 
and their bodies to the fire, and 
yet not have that love, which is 
the end of the commandment. 
There are few, in the present 
day, Who are in danger of iun- 
ning to great extremes in relig- 
ious expenses and self-denials ; 
but there are those, who take 
that for religion, which will not 
satisfy them in the end. ‘They 
are strangers to that sincere re- 
pentance of. sin, that supreme 
love to God, that active faith 
in unseen things, that unre- 
served and humbie obedience, 
which alone will give solid peace 
to the conscience, and ensure a 
title to heavenly happimess. 
Thev content themselves with a 
zeal for particular opinions and 
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forms, the observance of unin- 
stituted days, the experience of 
transient affections, and an absti- 
nence from certain indifferent 
pleasures. To men of this de- 
scription may be applied God’s 
reproof and exhortation to Is- 
rael. “ Bring no more vain ob- 
lations ; your appointed feasts 
my soul hateth. Wash ye, 
make you clean; cease to do 
evil, learn to do well.” 

True religion is plain and sim- 
ple, obvious to the understand- 
ing and adapted to the condition 
of man. It consists in a love of 
the character, and a submission 
to the will of God, in benevo- 
lence to men and a readiness to 
do them good, in the denial of 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
and in the choice and practice of 
those things which are pure, 
virtuous and lovely. As we are 
corrupt and guilty creatures, our 
religion must begin with repent- 
ance of sin and renovation of 
heart. As God exercises his 
mercy to sinners through the 
atonement of a Redeemer, our 
repentance must be accompanied 
with faith and hope in Ged’s 
mercy through the Redeemer, 
whom he has ordained. 

This religion will satisfy the 
mind: <A false and hypocritical 
religion, however laborious it 
may be, usually leaves a suspi- 
cion, that there is something 
amiss—something wanting. But 
to them who love God’s law 
there is great peace. The work 
of righteousness is peace, and 
the effect of righteousness is 
quietness and assurance forever. 

kivery thing around us- de- 
clares, and our own experience 
confirms this solemn truth, that 
there must be such a thing 4s 
religion, and that this only can 
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make us happy. All nature 
proclaims the existence of a De- 
ity, who made, upholds and gov- 
erns the world. As God has 
put in all men a desire of happi- 
ness, he has certainly provided 
some object to satisfy it. We 
find nothing in the present 
world adequate to this desire. 
Trial has been made by men in 
all ages, what the world can 
do; and still they are, as they 
were at first, restless and unea- 
sy, seeking happiness in world- 
ly things, but finding none. Hap- 
piness then must be in another 
world ; and if ever we find it, 
we shall find it there. To ob- 
tain the happiness of another 
world, we must be weaned from 
this. Pride, ambition, avarice, 
anxiety, discontent and fleshly 
lusts must be subdued. Humil- 
ity, purity, benevolence and 
pious affections must be intro- 
duced. These are springs of 
enjoyment; the others are 
sources of misery. So they are 
here ; and so they will be here- 
after. If we make light of re- 
ligion in general, or if we frame 
to ourselves a religion destitute 
of piety to God, benevolence to 
men and personal sobriety—a 
religion which allows the domin- 
ion of passion, lust and earthly 
affections, and still hope for hap- 
piness, we contradict our own ex- 
perience, and the experience of 
allmankind. What religion is, 
God hath shewed us in his word. 
To this we may resort and find 
instruction—of this we may 
learn, and find rest to our souls. 


i 


THE DECALOGUE. 
No.1. 
Tue first general and striking 
declaration of God’s precefitive 
will was from Mount Sinai. The 
Vol.I. No.7. P p 


whole transaction was in the 
highest degree solemn and tre- 
mendous. Near three millions of 
people were conducted by the 
hands of Moses and Aaron from 
Egypt to the wilderness. It was 
already evident that God was 
with them. A fiery cloud led 
them by day and defended them 
by night. The Red Sea di- 
vided to favour their escape ; 
but stopped the pursuing enemy, 
and became their grave. Their 
hunger was satisfied with bread 
from heaven; their thirst with 
water from the rock. The 
third month brought them to 
Sinai. God determined to mani- 
fest himself to the congregation, 
and to make them hear his voice. 
Of this previous intimation was 
given. ‘lwo days were allowed 
to prepare themselves. On 
Mount Sinai God would de- 
scend; onthe third day, he did 
descend. (Exodus xix. 16, 17, 
18.) The darkness, in which 
the mountain was hid; _its tre- 
mulous motion, the flashing 
lightnings, the raging tempest, 
and roaring thunder, roused 
the attention of the rmultitude ; 
the trumpet of God, waxing 
louder and louder, was the sum- 
mons to approach. The Divine 
Majesty appeared at the top of 
the mount, surrounded with an- 
gels like flaaes of fire; a voice, 
loud and articulate, addressed 
this vast concourse, and was dis- 
tinctly heard by each, pronounc- 
ing the Zen Commandments. 
This wonderful transaction is cel- 
ebrated in the book of Psalms, 
and often spoken of by the pro- 
phets and apostles. A more 
manifest and terrible display of 
the Divine Majesty need not 
again be expected before the 
consummation of all things. 
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The words now uttered, and af- 
terwards written by the finger 
of God himself on tables of stone, 
are every way worthy of our at- 
tention, being of moral and unal- 
terable obligation. Other legis- 
lators have imposed laws upon 
their people, as dictated from 
above, but the Israelites could 
not be imposed upon ; they had 
the testimony of their own sen- 
ses, and the correspondence be- 
tween what they heard and what 
was written gave validity to these 
tables, which Moses produced. 

There are two tables, the one 
contains our duty to God, and 
the other our duty to men. I 
shall give some attention to each. 

A short preface asserts the 
right, which God had to prescribe 
a law of universal obligation. 
(Ex. xx. 2.) The right, which 
God claims in the Israelites, is at 
once of a generaland of a pecu- 
liar nature: “Iam the Lord,” 
self-existent, and from whom ex- 
istence in every other instance 
is derived, “thy God,’ whom 
alone you ought to worship. #- 
lohim, the word here used, was 
the most ancient name by which 
the Eternal had been pleased to 
discover himself to his creatures, 
and in which he claimed their 
homage and service. So far the 
claim is universal. In God we 
all live and move and have our 
being. To God we owe cheerful, 
constant and universal obedience. 
A claim of a peculiar nature is 
added; “which have brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of bondage.” 
This deliverance was fresh in 
their minds, and deeply affected 
them. A stronger motive to obe- 
dience could not have been urg- 
ed. It reminds us of what, in 
our own situation, may be pecu- 


liar. Have we passed safely 
through helpless infancy ; have 
we been raised from beds of sick- 
ness ; in danger have we found 
a way of escape; have we had 
our wants wonderfully supplied ; 
have we been advanced to sta- 
tions of honour, of profit, or of 
usefulness ? These, and such 
like considerations, bind us to 
our duty, and incline us to say, 
* All thatthe Lord hath spoken, 
we will do.” 

The first commandment is, 
‘“* Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me.” 

The divine nature, although 
simple and uncompound, is so 
exalted and glorious, that it ex- 
ceeds the comprehension of the 
most perfect created intelligence. 
The Old ‘Testament asserts the 
unity of the divine nature; the 
New, reveals a distinction in 
this nature, of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. There is one God, 
and in the Godhead the scripture 
speaks of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. So far our infor- 
mation carries us, and a step far- 
ther we dare not proceed. The 
discoveries of the Old Testament 
are not so full as those of the 
New. The language used makes 
it evident that a part only was 
known, and accommodates, with 
great ease, to future discoveries. 
The name, for instance, by which 
God is mentioned, has a plural 
termination ; the praise, ascribed 
by the celestials, whom Isaiah 
beheld, is thrice repeated. The 
command, concerning the Mes- 
siah, is in peculiar language ; 
** Awake, O sword, against the 
Shepherd, against the man who 
is MY FELLow,—” These ex- 
pressions alone do not amount to 
a discovery of the distinction 
which I have mentioned, as re- 
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yealed in the New Testament, 
but when once this revelation 
was made, we see in these ex~- 
pressions evident traces of that 
distinction. 

Future dispensations may im- 
prove the knowledge now com- 
muni¢ated, as much as the pres- 
ent dispensation has improved 
the knowledge formerly commu- 
nicated. It is required that we 
acquaint ourselves with God. 
Use such light as is given; ex- 
pecting in due time a brighter 
day. Amore worthy object can- 
not employ our thoughts, nor can 
one more astonishing be propos- 
ed to our faith. Let none re- 
main ignorant of what is most 
worthy to be known. Let them 
be established in the faith. He 
that cometh to God must believe 
thathe is. This is the root of all 
religion. Genuine faith will always 
be operative. It works by love, 
and purifies the heart. Faith in 
God will lead us to worship him. 
A negative precept includes the 
atirmative, “ Thou shalt have no 
other gods but one,” is a com- 
mand to worship him and him 
alone. | Naaman’s_ resolution, 
“ Thy servant will henceforth of- 
fer neither burnt offering nor sa- 
crifice unto other gods, but unto 
the Lord,” although expressed 
negatively, includes his resolution 
for the future to worship the God 
of Israel only. A competitor is 
inadmissible. A mongrel wor- 
ship prevailed in Samaria. 2 
Kings xvii. 28—-33. Such wor- 
ship is not acceptable. God re- 
quires all our heart, and all our 
soul, and all our strength, and all 
our might. Any thing which 
divides the heart is highly offen- 
Sive, spoiling like the dead fly the 
fragrance of the apothecary’s pre- 
paration. The commandment 
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before us makes it an indispensa- 
ble duty to acquaint ourselves 
with God; to cherish the affec- 
tions, and to persevere in the ser- 
vice which the Creator demands 
of all and each of his depending 
creatures. PHILOLOGOS. 


( To be continued.) 


ON THE SAINTS PERSEVERANCE. 


Messrs. Epitors, 


Your object avowedly is to 
promote, with a spirit of can- 
dour and enlightened zeal, “ the 
doctrines of the reformation,”— 
those old doctrines, which were 
brought into this country by the 
first settlers, and are expressed 
generally and for substance, in 
the confessions of faith used in 
the Presbyterian churches in 
Scotland and in the United 
States. The doctrine of the 
saints’ perseverance is one article 
in these confessions. It is not 
questionable, I believe, in what 
sense this doctrine has been gen- 
erally understood. It means, 
that those who are renewed by 
the Holy Spirit, do always retain 
some inward moral quality dis- 
tinguishing them from the unre- 
generate. Many words are not 
necessary to prove, that this is 
the common understanding of 
Christians, as to this doctrine. It 
is evident from the writings of 
those, who have espoused it, and 
from the passages of Holy Writ, 
which have been used for this 
purpose. The very term signi- 
fies as much. The saints are 
said to flersevere : persevere in 
what ? In that, doubtless, which 
constitutes them saints. A son 


is said to persevere in obedience 
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to his father; but if he should 
become disobedient and his fa- 
ther should still love him, no per- 
son would express this, I sup- 
pose, by saying, that the son per- 
severed in his father’s love, nor 
would it be said of a sleeping in- 
fant tenderly guarded by a moth- 
er, that it persevered in its moth- 
er’s attention. 

Under the title of “the doc- 
trine of the saints’ perseverance,” 
ideas have lately been exhibited, 
which do by no means corres- 
pond with those which this term 
has usually conveyed. We are 
now told that regenerate persons 
do frequently, very frequently, 
lose all those moral qualities, 
which they first received in re- 
generation, and which distinguish 
them from the unrenewed; but 
that, notwithstanding such loss, 
the love of God towards them is 
continued ; or, in other words, 
they still retain their interest in 
the covenant of grace. 

As this doctrine is not com- 
mon in the church of Christ, let 
us consider to what itis like. Is 
it like that Calvinistic doctrine 
found in the Assembly’s Cate- 
chism, and in the sermons of 
those, who have been reputed or- 
thodox divines? It has one 
point of coincidence. Both 
agree in this, that the regenerate 
will never be lost, the love of 
God being unalterably fixed up- 
on them. Is this doctrine like 
that which has generally been 
held by Arminians, viz. that the 
regenerate may fall away from 
holiness and miss of eternal life ? 
With this too it has one point of 
coincidence. Both allow, that 
men may, and actually do fall 
from holiness. The Arminian 
says, that there are instances, 
and that the scriptures suppose 


it, of persons after conversion 
falling into the same state of car- 
nality as before, though he will 
not pretend that these instances 
are very frequent. The advo- 
cate for the new doctrine says, 
that this falling from holiness 
happens frequently to every re- 
newed person ; in short, that the 
life of a saint is nothing but a 
succession of perfectly holy ex- 
ercises and perfectly sinful ones. 

With very high respect for 
the talents and piety of some, 
who entertain this belief, I beg 
leave to suggest the following 
thoughts. 

1. That it appears very much 
like abuse of language to call 
this “ the doctrine of saints’ per- 
severance.” According to this 
theory, in what do the saints per- 
severe ! To persevere is to per- 
sist In an attempt, not to give 
over, not to quita design. Be- 
cause God continues to love 
them, can they be said to persist 
in the love which God has for 
them ? Can they be said not to 
give over—not to quit that love 
which God has for them? In 
this love which God exercises, 
the person has no more activity 
than a building has in the mo- 
tion of those rays of light which 
fall upon it. Should we say of 
such a building, that it perse- 
veres in sunshine ? Should we 
say of a-rock lying at the bottom 
of the ocean, that it perseveres 
in water? The doctrine above 
stated might indeed be denomi- 
nated the doctrine of divine per- 
severance, but certainly not the 
doctrine of the saints’ persever- 
ance. But, 

2. Should we use the term 
“ saints’ perseverance” in so ex- 
traordinary a latitude, as to un- 
derstand by it, a saint’s continu- 
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ance in the covenant of grace 
even at those seasons, when his 
exercises are perfectly sinful, 
still by this extraordinary use of 
the term, the force of many pas- 
sages of scripture hitherto ysed 
to prove the perseverance of 
saints would, as it respects this 
object, be entirely destroyed. 
Jer. xxxli. 40. And they shall not 
depart from me, But the doc- 
trine under consideration asserts, 
that the saints do in the highest 
sense depart from God. Mat. 
xxiv. 24. Jf it were frossible they 
shall deceive the very elect. The 
elect are not only deceived, ac- 
cording to this doctrine, but are 
brought into the same moral 
state, as the umnregenerate. 1 
John iii. 9. Whosoever is born of 
God doth not commit sin, for his 
seed remaineth in him, . What 
seed remaineth in him? And 
how is it true that he cannot sin, 
who actually does sin precisely 
as he did before conversion ? 
1 John ii. 19. They went out from 
us, but were not of us ; for if they 
had been of us, they doudtiless 
would have remained with us. 
Whatever this proves against the 
remonstrants, it proves against 
the new doctrine. 

3. If the doctrine in question 
be true, no present iniquity of 
life can be sufficient evidence, 
that a man is not regenerate. 
For if a converted person may 
be perfectly sinful for a time, 
why may he not, during that 
time, commit as great sin, as he 
did previously to conversion ? If 
he have the same wickedness of 
heart, as before conversion, why 
may he not in the same way and 
by the same actions express that 
wickedness ? 

4. It would be a consequence 
of the doctrine, that Christians 
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experience as many conversions, 
as they have terms of sinning. 
Every time they sin, their exer- 
cises, in which it is said that sin 
and holiness consist, are perfect- 
ly sinful. They become precise- 
ly the kind of men they were 
previously to conversion: it cer- 
tainly follows, that on recovery 
they experience the same 
change, as they did experience 
at conversion. It is to be pre- 
sumed likewise, that subsequent 
conversions, being precisely the 
same change, will be equally ob- 
vious with the first. 

5. The doctrine under consid- 
eration accords very ill with 
those passages of scripture, 
which represent the believer as 
engaged in a warfare. If ail 
holiness consists in exercises, 
and a Christian’s exercises are 
perfectly holy, what internal en- 
emy is there, against whom this 
holy Christian can maintain war ? 
Again; when the Christian’s 
exercises are perfectly sinful, 
what internal enemy can there 
be, against whom this sinful 
Christian can maintain war? A 
combatant cannot fight with an 
enemy which does not exist ; 
and it would, at least, be as difh- 
cult for an enemy not in exist- 
ence to fight with a combatant 
that does exist. 

It avails nothing to say, that 
these opposite exercises follow 
each other in rapid succession. 
If a thing can either oppose, or 
be opposed, one moment belore 
its existence, it may Oppose or 
be opposed a thousand year's be- 
fore its existence. I can no 
more fight this moment with a 
man that will begin to exist the 
next, than I can fight with a 
man who will not exist till after 
a thousand years. Yet St. Paul 
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said, “* When I would do good 
evil is present with me :”’ where- 
as had he designed to speak con- 
formably to the doctrine under 
consideration, he would have 
said, “* When I have left off do- 
ing good evil is present with 
me ;” or else, When I would 
not do good, evil is present with 
me. 

6. From the doctrine it fol- 
lows not only that saints may be 
perfect, but that they actually 
are so: not only that some are 
perfect, but that all are so at the 
moment of their regeneration. 
if all holiness consists in exer- 
cises, he who has perfectly holy 
exercises is perfectly holy. The 
believer at the instant of regen- 
eration has perfectly holy exer- 
cises, saith the doctrine. The 
inference is undeniable. Should 
any person observe in reply, 
that the doctrine does neither 
prove nor admit holiness of char- 
acter, he either designs to be 
ambiguous, or to deny, that the 
doctrine implies the believer’s 
long continuance in a perfect 
state. Now as it is not asserted 
in the preceding observations, 
that the believer’s long continu- 
ance in a perfect state resuits 
from the doctrine, it is not in- 
cumbent on the writer of these 
remarks to notice this reply. It 
may be inexpedient however to 
pass it over without some atten- 
tion. 

If a person at conversion be- 
comes perfectly holy in his exer- 
cises for the time then being, it 
will not be denied, I suppose, 
that he may continue so for the 
space of three or four minutes. 
Should he die at the conclusion 
of that time, could it possibly 
be asserted that he did not die 
in a state of perfect holiness ? 


Should it be said, that had he liy- 
ed, he would have had per- 
fectly sinful exercises, that is 
not to the purpose. I only ask, 
in what state he was when he 
died. Surely it will not be deni- 
ed, that Adam was in a state of 
perfect holiness three minutes 
before his apostacy, because at 
the conclusion of that time he 
had sinful exercises. Had Adam 
died three minutes after he be- 
gan to exist a moral agent, 
would he not have died in a state 
of perfection ? 

Further: It is allowed by 
those whose opinions we are 
considering, that no exercises 
are in any sense holy, which are 
not perfectly so. Now if holy 
exercises constitute personal ho- 
liness, for the time being, the 
same exercises being perfect, 
must constitute personal perfec- 
tion for the time being. Be- 
tween the opinion of Mr. Wes- 
ley on saints’ perfection, and the 
opinion of those on the same 
subject, who hold the doctrine, 
of which we are treating, there 
can be no other difference than 
what relates to the time, for 
which they imagine perfection 
endures. Mr. Wesley’s opine 
ion is, that some saints are with- 
out sin a good while, he knows 
not how long: The opinion of 
the other divines is, that adl 
saints are free from sin very fre- 
quently for a little while, they 
know not how long. 

If the doctrine of sinless per- 
fection existing even for a time, 
be true, what a world of self 
loathing and humiliation might 
haye been spared among the 
most devout believers, who have 
lamented the sins and imperfec- 
tions of their best moments: 
Mr. Samuel Pearce says, “I 
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know that the Being whom I 
love best always sees something 
in. me, which he infinitely 
hates.”* Not so, says the more 
enlightened divine. At the first 
moment of your conversion, and 
all the time since, when you 
have not been perfectly sinful, 
God has seen nothing in you, 
but perfect holiness. 

Does this doctrine correspond 
with the feelings of Christians 
in general? Do they feel, that, 
part of the time, they are per- 
fectly holy ; that they love God 
as much as he deserves their 
love, and that there is no sinful 
imperfection, with which they 
are chargeable ? Surely those 
who feel thus, are, for the time, 
happy believers indeed. 

A Friend to Old Divinity. 


OC? The foregoing treatise on perse- 
verance is not published with partial 
feelings. A well written defence of 
the theory, which is here opposed, 
will be treated with equal candour. 

EpIrors. 


ADDRESS TO MINISTERS. 


Tuose to whom the minis- 
try of reconciliation is commit- 
ted are ambassadors for Christ. 
An ambassador speaks the lan- 
guage of the prince who sends 
him. The King of kings em- 
ployeth his servants to teach all 
things whatsoever he hath com- 
manded them. They may not 
teach the doctrines and com- 
mandments of men. Add thou 
not unto his words, lest he re- 
prove thee, and thou be found a 
liar. Take thou not from his 


words, lest thou forfeit a part in 
the book of life. 


* See Fuller’s Life of Pearce. 
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Christ is preached when any 
gospel doctrine is_ illustrated 
and enforced ; any Christian vir- 
tue inculcated on gospel princi- 
ples and motives ; any vice re- 
proved, by the consideration 
that by continuing in sin men 
trample him under foot. He 
is preached when the imita- 
tion of his perfect example is 
recommended ; when the glori- 
ous dignity of his person, or any 
part of his mediatorial work, or 
the nature of his kingdom, or the 
proofs of his religion, or his 
promises, or second and glori- 
ous appearance, are properly 
treated. His religion is able to 
make men wise unto salvation. 
It is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness: prof- 
itable to convert wanderers from 
the truth ; detect the false hope 
of the hypocrite ; heal the brok- 
en-hearted ; correct the mistakes, 
and chasten the passions and de- 
clensions of believers unto life ; 
resolve their doubts, confirm 
their faith, and help their joy. 
It proclaims salvation to the 
chief of sinners, and is mighty 
to pull down strong holds. ‘The 
command to preach and hear the 
gospel proceeds on this ground, 
Faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God. 
There are means of grace. 
They have been ordained in wis- 
dom. A preached gospel is the 
power of God to salvation. 

All religion, since man’s apos- 
tacy, has turned upon this ques- 
tion, Will God pardon sin? The 
question cannot be determined 
but by a revelation. If He hath 
said that he will pardon, we may 
neither object to it, nor assume 
to investigate the reasons. “ Our 
faith could never be established 











<4, 






























504 





on sure grounds, if it were to de- 


pend solely on the reasonings of 


men.” — It must stand in the wis- 
dom and testimony of God. 
“The presumption of examining 
the secret things of God without 
the power of such examination, 
iS apt to mislead” the friends of 
revelation ; and is similar to the 
presumption of its enemies, who 
reject the gospel because they 
co not find in it the wisdom they 
seek for. ‘Those who exclude a 
Mediator, and those who attempt 
to explain the reasons which 
guided the divine counsel in the 
appointment of the Mediator be- 
tween God and men, presume 
that the designs of the infinite 
mind may be known without be- 
ing revealed, or further than they 

are revealed. ‘ Our duty is to 

adore, with the lowest submission 

of our hearts and minds, things 

which pass all understanding.” 

‘Che gospel was not designed to 

inform us what God might frosst- 

bly have done ; it only informs 
us what he Aath done. Alli things, 
which do not imply a contradic- 
tion, are possible with God. But 
shall we undertake to say, in all 
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salvation. This is to assume the 
authority of the Head of the 
church. Let him 77 all things have 
the fire-eminence. 

The pfroor have the gospel 
frreached unto them. The great- 
est part of the hearers occufty the 
room of the unlearned. ‘To such, 
abstruse speculations and refine- 
ments are unadapted. When the 
preacher’s mind is properly im- 
pressed with the dignity and im- 
portance of his subject, he will 
endeavour to instruct and edify, 
rather than to appear learned and 
eloquent. A reputation for skill 
in abstract reasoning, or in the 
art of speaking, will be a small 
thing with him. He will address 
the hearers in the fulness of the 
blessing of the gosfiel, esteeming 
all things loss for the excellency 
of the kuowledge of Christ crucifi- 
ed; seeking by manifestation of 
his truth, to be commended of ev- 
ery man’s conscience in the sight 
of God, 

By a perspicuous statement of 
the doctrines, duties, privileges 
and hopes of the gospel ; by keep- 
ing one leading point in view in 
every discourse, the preacher 



















cases, what things do or do not 
Wh. imply a contradiction ¢ God hath 
made him, who knew no sin, to 
be a sin-offering ior us, that we 
might be made ihe righteousness 
of God in him. ‘this it high- 
ly concerns us most seriously to 
i consider ; and itis all wuicn it 
Hay an concerns us to know on tis sub- 
ject. 
On the deefi things of God, we 
i } know not Aow to order our speech, 
HH Human theories and deductions 
may never be substituted for the 
| doctrine of Christ and the apos- 
H i { tles. We shut the kingdom against 
HA, men, when we would impose any 
Beh: human system as essential to 


may best preserve that just dis- 
tinction on the various branches 
of Christian divinity, which 
marks a scribe insiructed wun- 
to the kingdam of heaven. 1 will 
hazard a thought, that were the 
sacred cracles studied and com- 
pared more, godly edification 
would be better consulted. 

The preacher who has a clear 
view of his subject, will find no 
difficulty in the arrangement, or 
in expressing his thoughts with 
precision. Loose declamation, 
florid and sonorous language, al- 
fected oratory, warm extempora- 
neous effusions, may afford a 
momentary gratification to light 
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able service. Shall the passions 
usurp the throne, and keep rea- 
son at their footstool / 

Paul’s manner was to reason 
with his hearers: with the Jews 
out of their scriptures,* With 
the heathen he appealed to the 
works of nature and providence ;§ 
and to the law written in their 
hearts.{ With both he appealed 
to the miraculous confirmation 
of the gospel. His preaching 
indeed was fungent as well as 
rational. No one ever learnt 
from him a frigid, unanimated 
address to men on immortal con- 
cerns. 

The design of preaching is to 
shew fallen creatures their pover- 
ty, misery, blindness and naked- 
ness; and, by proclaiming the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, to 
persuade them to buy of him re- 
fined gold, and white raiment. 
How remote from this design are 
discourses which are merely cal- 
culated to gratify an Athenian cu- 
riosity ; or to please a few who 
have a taste for fine speculations ; 
or to exhibit the preacher as a 
champion in religious controver- 
sy? 

A clear manifestation of 
the truth, as itis in Jesus, is 
a more sure as well, as more eli- 
gible course to maintain and 
spread his cause, than a direct 
and formal refutation of error. 
“ Error,” it is observed, “ possess» 
ses a wide domain; and he who 
undertakes the conquest of the 
whole, undertakes a iabour that 
is almost infinite. Error is va- 
rious and changeable, a circum- 
stance of which a skilful hand 


* Acts xvii. 2, 3. 
§ Acts.v. 22-—31. xxiv. 25. 
G Rom. ii. 14, 15. 
Vol. Ll. No. 7. 
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will avail himself: When his 
weapon is ready to be wrested 
from him, he will take entire 
possession of it under another 
shape. He who engages in con- 
troversy will find himself sur- 
rounded in a net, where, though 
he may think it easy to break 
each single thread; yet it will 
prove an endless labour to break 
them all ; and whilst he is thus 
engaged, his opponent, if skil- 
ful, will not forget to weave the 
web anew.”* . 

The gospel exhibits no such 
idea of God’s grace, as precludes 
the atonement, and the necessity 
of the operation of the Spirit; 
nor such an idea of atonement, 
as enervates our obligations to 
the grace which provided it, or 
denies the necessity of the ren- 
ovation ef the Holy Ghost ; nor 
stith an idea of the Spirit’s en- 
ergy, as implies that the subject 
of it may plead his own perfec- 
tion, and therefore needs neither 
a ransom nor grace to justify 
him. The ‘first would be to re- 
ly on grace in contempt of the 
plan through which it supera- 
bounds. The second denies the 
honour due to the Father of 
mercies, who first loved us ; and, 
as the highest instance of love, 
gave his only begotten Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins, 
The last is to say that we have 
no sin ; which is to make God 
aliar. The grace of God found 
a ransom for rebels against 
heaven. The voluntary sacrifice 
of Christ is the purchase of 
their pardon. The sanctifica- 
tion of the Spirit unto obedience 
is the qualification of the 
gospel. These distinguishing 


Ministers: 


* Christian Observer, vol. I. p. 601. 
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doctrines God hath joined to- 
gether. The rejecters of atone- 
ment frustrate grace and the 
death of Christ. The solifidian 
makes void the law. 

He, who spared not his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us 
all, shall he not with him also 
freely give all things? all things 
connected with our interest in 
this greatest gift. No conclu- 
sion can be plainer. 

The gospel of the grace of 
God, which the chief of the 
apostles preached with all assi- 
duity and zeal, he comprehends 
in two words, repentance and 
faith. These he considered as 
of the highest importance. Hav- 
ing constantly testified them, 
on all occasions, public and 
private, he was assured that 
he had declared the whole 
counsel of God; and calléd 
upon the pastors of Ephesus to 
bear withess that he was /fure 
Jrom the blood of ali men, Re- 
viewing this apostolic course, 
and resolved to persevere in it 
amidst all trials, he was confi- 
dent of a glorious issue. His 
solemn charge in this connex- 
ion, to the Ephesian pastors, im- 
plies, that Christ’s ministers 
then take heed to themselves 
and to Christ’s flock, when they. 
plainly, continually, and forcibly 
preach faith and repentance to 
all men every where. 

All evangelical preaching is 
practical. These things J will 
that thou affirm constanily ; that 
is, “free grace through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour” im the “ jus- 
tification” of sinners; “ regen- 
eration, the renewing of the 
Holy Ghost,’ and “ the hope of 


eternal life ;” these things af- 
firm constantly, to the intent, 
that believers might be careful to 
maintain good works. Doctrinal 
points should be discussed in a 
manner adapted to warm and im- 
prove the Acart, as well as to in- 
form the judgment. Let their 
religious uses be pointed out 
and applied in an impressive 
manner. No doctrine of ‘relig- 
ion can be treated frofierly, un- 
less it is shewn to be of use in 
regulating our affections and 
passions, and in the conduct of 
lite. 

Ye are, said Jesus to his min- 
isters, the light of the worid. <A 
city that is set on a Atll cannot be 
hid. _\t behoves us to de dlame- 
less and harmless, the sons of God 
without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and frerverse nation, 
among whom we should shine as 
lighis in the world; holding forth 
the word of life. Upon their 
maintaining this character de- 
pend consequences of high mo- 
ment to themselves, to their hear- 
ers, to the church, and to the 
world. Sound doctrine and a 
good conversation in Christ will 
best faut to silence the ignorance of 
Sovlish men. 

» Tokeep the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of feace should be 
the mutual care of all denomina- 
tions. or there is one body, and 
one Sfirit, even as we are called 
tn one hofie of our calling ; one 
Lord, one faith, one bafiiism, one 
God and Father of all, who is 
above all, and through all, and in 
us all, de many as walk accord- 
ing to this rule, feace be on them 
and mercy, through Jesus Christ. 


a 
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Miscellaneous, 


a eS 


CONSTITUTION OF PHILLIPS’ ACADEMY. 


The seminary, of which the fol- 
jowing is the Constitution, was the 
first of the kind established in Amer- 
ica. Many others have since been 
founded on simular principles, and the 
means of good education, in conse- 
quence, have been increased and ex. 
tensively diffused. 


Many, who have been concerned in 
forming similar institutions, as well 
as others, have requested copies of 
‘his Constitution, as a model for their 
imitation. For the gratification of 
such applicants, and to disseminate a 
knowledge of the principles on which 
this flourishing seminary was found- 
ed, itis now, for the first time, made 
public, ' 


— 
CONSTITUTION. 


A snort reflection upon the 
grand design of the Great 
Parent of the Universe in the 
creation of mankind, and on the 
improvements of which the 
mind is capable both in knowl- 
edge and virtue, as well as upon 
the prevalence of ignorance and 
vice, disorder and wickedness ; 


and upon the direct tendency” 


and certain issue of such a 
course of things, must occasion 
ina thoughtful mind, an earnest 


solicitude to find the source of. 


these evils and their remedy 5 
and a small acquaintance with 
the qualities of young minds, 
how susceptible and tenacious 
they are of impressions, evi- 
dences that youth is the impor- 
tant period, on the improvement 
or neglect of which depend the 
most important comsequences 
to individuals themselves and 
the community. 


A serious consideration of the 
premises, and an observation 
of the growing neglect of youth 
haye excited in us a painful anxi- 
ety for the event, and detetmin- 
ed us to make, in the following 
conveyance, a humble dedication 
to our HEAVENLY BrenEracToR 
of the ability, wherewith he has 
blessed us, to lay the foundation 
ofa public Free School or Academy, 
for the purpose of instructing 
youth, not only in English and 
Latin Grammar, Writing, Arith- 
metic, and those sciences, where- 
in they are commonly taught, 
but more especially to learn them 
rHierest end and real business 
of living. 

Earnestly wishing that this 
institution may grow and flour- 
ish; that the advantages of it 
may be extensive and lasting ; 
that its usefulness may be so 
manifest, as to lead the way to 
other establishments on the same 
principles ; and that it may f- 
nally prove an eminent mean of 
advancing the interest of the 
Great REDEEMER, to his pat- 
ronage and blessing we humbly 
commit it. 

[Here follows an account of 
the first bequest made By Samu- 
EL Puriiutps, Esq. of Andover, 
and Jony Puitties, Esq. of Ex- 
eter, consisting of lands and 
money, to the following gentle- 
men, who constituted the first 
board of Trustees, viz. Hon. 
Witram Puitiips, Esq. Ottv- 
ER WENDELL and Joun Low- 
ELL, Esqs. of Boston; Rev. Jo- 
SIAH STEARNS, of Epping, Rev, 
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Exuzas Smite, of Middleton, 
Rev. Wa. Symmes, Rev. Jona. 
Frencu, Messrs. SAMUEL PuiL- 
Lips, ELrpHALET PEARSON, and 
Neuemiaun Aszor of Andover.* } 

The trustees shall meet on 
the last Tuesday of April instant, 
and ever after once in every year 
on such day,as they shall appoint, 
also upon emergencies, when 
called thereto, as hereafter di- 
rected ; and a major part of the 
trustees shall, when regularly 
convened, be a quorum, of which 
quorum a major part shall have 
power to transact the business of 
their trust, except in cases here- 
after excepted. 

There shall be chosen sieeal- 
ly a President, Clerk and Treas- 
urer, as officers of the trust, out 
of their own number; who shall 
continue in their respective of- 
fices, till their places are ae 
ed by a new election; and upon 
the decease of either of them an- 
other shall be chosen in his room 
at the next meeting. The mas- 
ter shall not be chosen President, 
and no member shall sustain the 
office of clerk and treasurer at 
the same time. 

The President shall in all cases 
give his voice and vote in com- 


I mm 


* Present Board of Trustees. 


Hon. Ourver Wewnve Lt, Esq. 
ELIPHALET PEARSON, LL.D. 
SaMpe. Assort, Esq. 
WitiiaMm Puriuips, Esq. 

. JowaTHan FrReEencH, 

. NenwemiauH ApsorTrT, 

. Jepipr1anu Morsg, p.p. 

- Joun Pui.uriPs, Esq. 

-Joun Puivuips, jun. Esq. 

-Jostan Quincy, Esq. 
SaMvEL Farrar, Esq. 

Rev. DaniEL Dawa. 


The yrenent number of students is 
about 70. 
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mon with any other member; 
and, whenever there shall be an 
equal division of the members on 
any question, it shall be deter. 
mined on that side whereon the 
President shall have given his 
vote ; and-in his absence at any 
meeting of the trustees another 
shall be appointed, who shall be 
vested with the same power dur- 
ing such absence ;_ he shall call 
special meetings upon the appli- 
cation of any three of the trus- 
tees, or upon the concurrence of 
any two of the trustees in senti- 
ment with him on the occasion 
of such meeting. 

And upon the decease of the 
President a special meeting may 
be called ‘by any three of the 
trustees. All notifications for 
special meetings shall express 
the business to be transacted, if 
convenient, and be given at least 
one month previous to such 
meeting, if not incompatible with 
the welfare of the seminary ; 
and, when a special meeting shall 
be called for the appointment of 
an instructor, or to transact other 
business of material consequence, 
information shall be given by 
leaving a written notification at 
the house of each trustee, or in 
such other way, as that the Pres- 
ident, or members notifying, 
shall have good reason to believe 
that each member has received 
the notice. 


» The clerk shall record all 


votes of the trustees, imserting 
the names of those present at.ev- 
ery meeting. He shall keep a 
fair record of every donation, 
with the name of each benefat- 
tor; the purpose, to which it 
is appropriated, if expressed, and 
of all expenditures; and a true 
copy of the whole shall be taken, 


and kept in the seminary, to be 
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open for the-perusal of all men; instructor, and the huma 


and, if he shall be absent at any 
meeting of the trustees, another 
shall be appointed, to serve in his 
room during such absence. 

The treasurer shall, previous 
to his receiving the interest of 
the seminary into his hand, give 
bond for the faithful discharge of 
his office in such sum, as the 
trustees shall direct, with suffi- 
cient sureties, to the trustees of 
the seminary for the time being ; 
said bond to express the use both 
in the obligatory part and in the 
condition. He shall give dupli- 
cate receipts for all monies re- 
ceived, countersigned by one of 
the trustees, one to.the donor, 
the other to be lodged with such 
member, as the trustees shall 
from time to time direct; and 
the trustees shall take such other 
measures as they shall judge 
requisite, to make the treasurer 
accountable, and effectually to se- 
cure the interest of the semina- 
ry. 
The trustees shall let or-rent 
out the lands in such manner, as 
they shall find on the whole most 
profitable. They may make 
sale of any kind of estate, make 
purchases, or improve the prop- 
erty of the seminary in any way, 
which they judge will best serve 
its interest. 

Upon the death, resignation, 
or removal of the master, appoint- 
ed by the said Samurext PuILiips 
and Joun Puiiu1ps, the trustees 
shall appoint another in his 
stead; andever after, from time 
to time, as there shall happen any 
Vacancy in this office, they shall 
supply it. 

_ Whereas the success of this 
stitution much. depends, un- 


der Providence, on a discreet 
appointment of the principal 


mind is liable to imperceptible 
bias; it is therefore required 
that, when any candidate for 
election, as a principal instruc- 
tor, is so near a kin to any mem- 
ber of the trust, as a nephew or 
cousin; in determining that 
election any member, to whom 
the candidate is so related, shall 
not sit. 

The trustees are empowered 
to appoint such assistant or as- 
sistants in ‘and for the service of 
the seminary, as they shall judge 
will best promote its usefulness, 
and as may be duly encoul® 
aged. 

No person shall be chosen, as 
a principal instructor, unless a 
professor of the Christian Reli- 
gion, of exemplary manners, of 

natural abilities, and lite- 
acquirements ; of a good ac- 
quaintance with human nature ; 
of a natural aptitude for instruc- 
tion and government. And in 
the appointment of any instruct- 
or, regard shall be had to qualifi- 
cations only, without preference 
of- kindred or friend, place of 
birth, education, or residence: 

The trustees shall make a con- 
tract with each master and as- 
sistant before their entrance up- 
on office, as to salary ; of which 
there shall be no alteration, but 
in their favour, which the said 
trustees are empowered to make, 
as to them shall appear reasona- 
ble, and as the incomes of the 
seminary will admit. 

It shall be their duty to in- 
quire into the conduct of the 
master and assistant or assist- 
ants; and, if they or either of 
them be found justly chargeable 
with such misconduct, neglect of 
duty, or incapacity, asthe said 
trustees shall judge render 
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them, or either of them unfit to 
continue in office, they shall re- 
move the master or any assist- 
ant, so chargeable. 

- The trustees shall determine 
the qualifications, requisite to 
entitle youth to an admission in- 
to this seminary. 

As the welfare of the semi- 
nary will be greatly promoted 
by its members being conversant 
with persons of good character 
only ; no scholar may enjoy the 
privileges of this “institution, 
who shall board in any family, 
which is not licensed by the 

stees. 

And in order to preserve this 
seminary from the baneful in- 
fluence of the incorrigibly vi- 
cious, the trustees shall deter- 
mine for what reasons a scholar 
shall be expelled ; and the man- 
ner, in which the sentence shall 
be administered. 

The trustees at their annual 
meeting shall visit the seminary, 
and examine into the proficiency 
of the scholars ; examine and ad- 
just all accounts relative to the 
seminary, and make any farther 
rules and orders, which they find 
necessary, and not inconsistent 
with any rule, that is or may be 
established by the founders. 

They shall, as the funds will 
permit, without affecting the 
support of the master or any 
assistant, have power to erect 
such buildings, as they may 
think necessary ; and at a conve- 
nient season, when of sufficient 
ability, shall erect a large decent 
butiding, sufficient to accommo- 
date at least fifty scholars with 
boarding, besides the master and 
his family; unless it shall be 
the determination of a major 
part of all the trustees, that the 
true design of this institution 
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may be better promoted by the 
scholars boarding in private fam- 
ilies, and by some other improve- 
ment ef the interest of the sem. 
inary. They shall from time to 
time order stich repairs, as ‘they 
shall judge necessary. 

Upon the death, resignation, 
or incapacity for the service, by 
reason of age or otherwise, of 
any of the trastees, the remain- 
ing trustees shall supply the 
vacancy by a new election. 

In settling the salary and 
perquisites of the master, and in 
the consideration of every other 
question, in which the master is 
particularly interested, he shall 
not sit. And, if any question 
shall come before the trustees, 
wherein the town or parish, 
where the seminary is situate, 
may be a party or particularly 
interested, and any minister, be- 
longing to such town, is a trus- 
tee; in the consideration of such 
question he shal! not sit. 

At the meetings of the trus- 
tees there shall be made decent, 
not extravagant entertainment ; 
economy is to be ever viewed by 
trustees and instructors in their 
respective capacities, as an object 
worthy their particular recom- 
mendation. 

The master, when appointed, 
shall receive applications for the 
admission of scholars, and deter- 
mine them agreeably to the 
rules respecting the same. 

He shall conform himself to 
the rerulations, established bv 
the founders and trustees, and 
have power from time to time 
to make such other consistent 
rules and orders, as he shall find 
necessary for the internal man- 
agement and reeniation of the 
seminary ; Which rules and or- 
ders shall be subject to the ex- 
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amination, amendment, or dis- 
continuance of the trustees at 
their discretion. 

It shall be ever considered, as 
the first and principal duty of 
the master, to regulate the tem- 
pers, to enlarge the minds, and 
form the morals of the youth, 
committed to his care. 

There shall be taught in this 
seminary the English, Latin, 
and Greek languages ; writing, 
arithmetic, music, and the art of 
speaking ; also practical geome- 
try, logic, and geography, and 
any other of the liberal arts and 
sciences or languages, as oppor- 
tunity and ability may hereaiter 
admit, and as the trustees shall 
direct. 

The master is to give special 
attention to the health of the 
scholars, and ever to urge the 
importance gf a habit of -in- 
dustry. For these purposes it is 
to be a part of his duty, to en- 
courage the scholars to perform 
some manual labour, such as 
gardening or the like; so far, as 
is consistent with cleanliness and 
the inclination of their parents ; 
and the fruit of their labour shall 
be applied, at the discretion of 
the trustees, for procuring a li- 
brary, or in some other way in- 
creasing the useiulness of this 
seminary. But above all, it is 
expected that the master’s atten- 
tion to the disposition of the 
minds and morals of the youth 
under his charge will exceed ev- 
ery other care, well considering 
that, though goodness without 
knowledge (as it respects others) 
is weak and feeble; yet knowledge 
without goodness is dangerous ; 
and that both united form the no- 
blest character, and lay the surest 

Soundation of usefulness to man- 
king, 
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It is therefore required, that 
he most attentively and vigo- 
rously guard against the earliest 
irregularities ; that he frequent- 
ly delineate in their natural col- 
ours the deformity and odious- 
ness of vice, and the beauty and 
amiableness of virtue ; that» he 
spare no pains to convince them 
of their numberless and indis- 
pensable obligations to abhor and 
avoid the former, and to love and 
practise the latter; of the sev- 
eval great duties, they owe to 
Gop, their country, their. par- 
ents, their neighbours, and them- 
selves ; that he critically and 
constantly observe the variety of 
their natural tempers, and solicit- 
ously endeavour to bring them 
under such discipline, as may 
tend most effectually to promote 
their own satisfaction and the 
happiness of others ; that he ear- 
ly inure them to contemplate the 
several connexions and various 
scenes, incident to human life ; 
furnishing such general maxims 
of conduct, as may best enable 
them to pass through all with 
ease, reputation and comfort. 

And, whereas many of the 
students in this seminary may.be 
devoted to the sacred work of 
the gospel ministry, that the 
trud and fundamental principles 
of the Christian religion may be 
cultivated, established, and per- 
petuated in the Cristian church 
so far, as this institution may 
have influence, it shall be the du- 
ty of the master, as the age and 
capacities of the scholars will 
admit, not only to imstruct and 
establish them in the truth of 
Christianity, but also early and 
adiigeniiy to inculcate upon them 
the great and important scripture 
doctrines of the existence of 
One tauk Gop, the Fatrusgr, 
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Son, and Hoty Guost; of the 
fall of man, the depravity of hu- 
man nature, the necessity of an 
atonement, and of our being re- 
newed in the spirit of our minds ; 
the doctrines of repentance to- 
ward Gop, and of faith to- 
ward our Lord Jesus Curis ; 
of sanctification by the Hory 
Spirit, and of justification by 
the free grace of Gop through 
the redemption, that is in Jesus 
CHRIST, in opposition to the er- 
roneous and dangerous doctrine 
of justification by our own mer- 
it, or a dependence on self-right- 
eousness, together with the oth- 
er important doctrines and du- 
ties of our Holy Christian Relig- 
ion. 

And, whereas the most whole- 
some precepts without frequent 
repetition may prove ineffectual, 
it is farther required of the mas- 
ter, that he not only urge and re- 
urge, but continue from day to 
day to impress these instructions. 
And let him ever remember that 
the design of this institution can 
never be answered without his 
persevering, incessant attention 
to this duty. 

Protestants only shall ever be 
concerned in the trust or imstruc- 
tion of this seminary. 

‘Lhe election of all officers 
shali be by ballot only. 

This seminary shail be ever 
equally open to youth of requi- 
site qualifications from every 
quarter, provided that none be 
admitted till in common parlence 
they can read Englisi well, ex- 
cepting such particular numbers 
as the trustees may hereaiter li- 
cense. 

And, in order to prevent the 
smallest perversion of the true 
itent of this foundation, it is 
again declared, that the fifst and 
principal object of this institu- 
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tion .is the promotion of true 
Prete and Virtue ; the second, 
instruction in the English, Latin, 
and Greek languages, together 
with writing, arithmetic, music, 
and the art of speaking; the 
third, practical geometry, logic, 
and geography ; and the fourth, 
such other of the liberal arts and 
sciences, or languages, as oppor- 
tunity and ability may hereafter 
admit, and as the trustees shall 
direct, and these regulations 
shall be read by the President.at 
the annual meetings of the trus- 
tees. 

And we hereby reserve to our- 
selves, during any part of our 
natural lives, the full right joint- 
ly to make any special rules for 
the perpetual government of this 
institution, which shall be equal- 
ly binding on those, whom they 
may concern, with any clause in 
these regulations ; provided no 
such rule shall be subversive of 
the true design herein expressed. 
We also reserve to ourselves a 
right jointly to appoint one per- 
son to succeed in the trust after 
our decease or resignation, te 
whom shall be transferred the 
same right of appointment and 
to his successors in the said 
trust forever. 

In witness whereof, we, the 
subscribers, have hereunto set 
our hands and seals this twenty- 
first day of April, in the year of 
our Lory one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy eight. 

Signed, sealed, and delivered, 
&c. 

SAMUEL PHILLIPS, 
Joun PHiLtwips. 

a? A historical view of the prog- 
ress, funds, and present state of this 
institution, is respectfully requested 
for the Panoplist from some of the 
gentlemen connected with it, and who 


are in possession of the proper doc- 
uments. THe Epirors. 
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Selections, 
FRAGMENTS. thy glorious presence, that makes 


(From Hall’s Contemplatione.) 


CREATION. 


In this thine enlightened 
frame, how fitly, how wisely are 
all the parts disposed; that the 
method of the creation might an- 
swer the matter and the form 
both! Behold all purity above ; 
below the dregs and lees of all. 
The higher I go, the more per- 
fection; each element superior 
to other, not more in place than 
dignity ; that by stairs of ascend- 
ing perfection, our thoughts 
might climb unto the top of all 
glory, and might know thine im- 
perial heaven, no less glorious 
above the visible, than those above 
the earth. Oh! how miserable 
is the place of our pilgrimage, in 
respect of our home. 

Behold in this high and stately 
building of thine, [ see three 
stages; this lowest heaven for 
fowls, for vapours, for meteors ; 
the second, for the stars; the 
third, for thine angels and saints. 
The first is thine outward court, 
open for all; the second is the 
body of thy covered temple, 
wherein are those candles of 
heaven perpetually burning ; the 
third is thine holy of holies. In 
the first is tumult and vanity ; 
in the second, immutability and 
rest; in the third, glory and 
blessedness. The first we feel, 
the second we see, the third we 
believe. In these two lower is 
no telicity ; for neither fowls nor 
Stars are happy. It is the third 
heaven alone, where thou, Obles- 
sed Trinity ! enjoyest thyself, 
and thy glorified spirits enjoy 
thee. 

Vol. I. No. 7. 


heaven to be itself. This is the 
privilege of thy children, that 
they here, seeing thee, (who art 
invisible) by the eye of faith, 
have already begun that heaven, 
which the perfect sight of thee 
shall make perfect above. 
PARADISE. 

ALL that God made was good, 
and the Maker of them much 
more good; they good in their 
kinds, he good in himself. It 
would not content him to know 
God and his creatures, his curi- 
osity affected to know that which 
God never made, evil of sin, and 
evil of death, which indeed him- 
self made, by desiring to know 
them ; now we know evil well 
enough, and smart with knowing 
it. How dear hath this lesson 
cost us, that in some cases it is 
better to be ignorant! and yet 
do the sons of Eve inherit this 
saucy appetite of their grand- 
mother ; how many thousand 
souls miscarry with the pre- 
sumptuous affectation of forbid- 
den knowledge! 

O God, thou hast revealed 
more than we can know, enough 
to make us happy; teach me a 
sober knowledge, and a content- 
ed ignorance. 

Paradise was made for man, 
yet there I see the serpent; 
what marvel is it, if my corrup- 
tion find the serpent in my clos- 
et, in my table, in my bed, when 
our holy parents found him in 
the midst of Paradise. No soon- 
er he is entered, but he tempt- 
eth ; he can no more be idle, 
than harmless. I do not see 


It is the manifestation of him at any gther tree; he knew 
RR 
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there was no danger in the rest ; 
Isee him at the tree forbidden. 
How true a serpent he is in eve- 
ry point! in his choice of the tree, 
in his assault of the woman, in 
his plausibleness of speech to 
avoid terror, in his question to 
move doubt, in his reply to work 
distrust, in his protestation of 
safety, in his suggestion to envy 
and discontent, in his promise of 
gain. 

And if he were so cunning at 
the first, what shall we think of 
him now, after so many thousand 
years experience ? Only thou, O 
God ! —and these angels, that see 
thy face, are wiser than he. Ido 
not ask why, when he left his 
goodness, thou didst not bereave 
him of his skill? Still thou 
wouldst have him an angel, 
though an evil one; and thou 
knowest how to ordain his craft 
tothine own glory. I donot de- 
sire thee to abate of his subtility, 
but to make me wise; let me 
beg it, without presumption, 
make me ‘wiser than Adam ; 
even thine image, which he bore, 
made him not (through his own 
weakness) wise enough to obey 
thee; thou offeredst him all 
fruits, and restrainedst but 
one; Satan offered him but one, 
and restrained not the rest. 
When he chose rather to be at 
Satan’s feeding than thine, it was 
just with thee to turn him out of 
thy gates with a curse: why 
shouldest thou feed a rebel at 
thine own board ? 


el 


ANECDOTES. 


a 


HOWARD, THE PHILANTHROPIST. 


A tTrRvuuty catholic spirit is 
amiable Wherever it appears. 
Amidst the contentions, which 
in a greater or less degree have 
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all along prevailed among Chris. 
tians, it has been greatly kept 
under restraint. In every age, 
however, it has subsisted, and, it 
is to be hoped, is at present 
warm. and vigorous in the breasts 
of multitudes. In the whole of 
his conduct, the great Howarp 
shewed that he was animated by 
this sacred principle. Amongst 
the many circumstances that 
might be produced to prove this 
fact, the following, though 
unnoticed by biographers, to 
whom it was probably unknown, 
is not the least worthy of preser- 
vation :— 

When on a visit to Glasgow, for 
the purpose of viewing its pr on 
& public institutions, some of his 
friends were pointing out to him 
the various places of worship be- 
longing to the different denomi- 
nations of Christians im that 
large and populous city ; lifting 
up his hands he said, with deep 
emotion, “ May great grace, mer- 
cy and peace be on all them, that 
love our Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity.” 

Reader, if ever thou art dis- 
posed te repine at the divisions 
that exist in the Christian world, 
and at the smallness of the num- 
bers in the denomination with 
which thou art associated, copy 
the spirit of St. Paul, Phil. i. 
18; think of the conduct of 
Howard, and go and do likewise. 

Religious Monitor. 


It is with a Christian as with 
the Sicilian vines —“An old 
proprictor, (says Swinburne) 
informed me, that the strength 
of the liquor depended on the 
close pruning of the vine.” 


(cP Several reviews of new publi- 
cations are on hand, but deferred te 
give place to other matter. 
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Hampshire Missionary Society. Sis 


Beligious Intelligence, 


DOMESTIC. 


Extract from the report of the trustees 
of the Hampshire Missionary Society. 


(Concluded from p. 275.) 


BOOKS SENT FOR DISTRIBUTION IN 
THE NEW SETTLEMENTS, VIZ. 
Holy Bibles, in 1802, 72—1803, 24 

—1804, 52--1805, 72—Total, 220. 
Tracts, of various kinds, in 1802, 

1746—1803, 1441—1804, 2230—1805, 

1648—Total, 7065. 


Books Pees ag hand for future 
use, viz. bound books, 586—pamphlets, 
3574. 


Monies received for the funds of the 
Hampshire Missionary Society for 
1805. 


Names of the Towns. dols. cts. 
Amherst, Ist par. 35.60 3S 
Amherst, 2d par. 2 

Ashfield, 17 90 
Belcherstown, 11 19 
Charlemont, 19 60 
Chesterfield, 5 

Colrain, 2 

Conway, 38 = 883 
Deerfield, 28 «66 
Easthampton, 13. 44 
Granby, 10 350 
Granville, middle par, 1l 

Granville, west par. 5 

Greenfield, 5 

Hadley, 32 15 
Hatfield, 69 §1 
Hawley, 14 5 
Heath, ll 46 
Leverett, 2 

Longmeadow, 40 42 
Northampton, 73) «(57 
Norwich, 2 

Palmer, 9 76 
Plainfield, 7 

Shelburne, 2 

Southampton, 45 42 
Southwick, 4 50 
South-Hadley, 32 58 
Springfield, 1st par, 32 0 99 
Sunderland, 55 65 
Westhampton, 35 6 TS 
Westfield, 21 60 
W. Springfield, 1st par, 43 20 
Whately, 16 15 








Williamsburgh, 45 56 
Worthington, 2 50 
Total towns, 660 91 
New Settlements, New-York. 
Pompey, $ 59 
Marcellus Ell, 3$ 28 
Marcellus Creek, 10 
Marcellus Lake, 3 
Tully, 1 & 
Herkimer, 3 
Camden, 6 
Fabius upper settlements, 2 7 
Total, new settlements, 32 62 
Names of Persons. 
Rev. Noah Atwater’s (of 

Westfield) legacy, 80 
Charles P. Phelps, Esq. 

Boston, 12 
John Tappan, do. 10 
Thaddeus Osgood,Methuen, 5 
On the profits of the sale of 

Doddridge’s Rise, &c. 82 76 
On the sale of books, 3 8312 
Total from Female Associa- 

tion, 278 881.2 

Total receipts, 1365 95 


N.B. Several sums were received for 
the funds of the society, after the report 
was drafted, from the charitable 
female association and other donors, 
which could not be inserted, but will 
be noticed inthe next annual report. 

The Society have lately received 
from William Phillips, Esq. of Boston, 
$50. 


Amount of expenditures of the 
Hampshire Missionary Society, be- 
tween Aug. meeting 1804, and do. 
1805, viz. $963,28:-2cts. 


The Committee appointed by the 
Hampshire Missionary Society, at 
their meeting at Northampton, Aug. 
1804, to examine into, and report to 
the society, the state of the Treasurer’s 
accounts, beg leave to report as fol- 
lows : 

Having examined the Treasurer’s 
books, find his accounts well vouched 
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Mr. Sergeant?s Fournal. 


[ Dec. 


andright cast, andthat there isnowin Officers of the Hampshire Missionary 


the Treasury in money the sum of 
$17 90:-2 
Also in promisory notes 
with good security, the 
sum of 1801 23 


1819 131-2 





Amounting to 
The Treasurer has paid 
out by order of the Com- 
mittee of Trustees the 
ast year, 
SA WHITE, 


717 551-2 


NATHANIEL ELy,¢ Committee. 


Monies received from the charitable fe- 
male association, for 1805, viz. 
Names of the Towns. dols. cts. 

Amherst, Ist parish, 
Charlemont, 

Chester, 

Cummington, 

Deerfield, 

Granyille, middle parish, 
Hadley, . 
Hatfield, 


Southampton, 
South-Hadley, 
Westhampton, 

Westtield, 
West-Springfield, first par. 
Williamsburgh, 


Balance of last year in the 
Treasury, 43 41 
322 291-2 
An account of monies expended out of the 
fund of the female association since the 

last Report, wiz. 

For 72 Bibles, 

For 165 copies of the Trus- 
tees Report, 1804, taken 
for distribution, 

For 300 Hale’s sermon before 
the society, 

For 100 Emerson’s sermon at 
Mr. Wood’s ordination, 

Expense for boxes and trans- 


porting books, 


Total expenditure, 1805, 87 84 
Deposited in the Treasury, 234 451-2 


322 291-2 


49 75 


11 00 
14 00 


14 09 





Society, appointed at their annual 
meeting the last Thursday in Aug. 
1805. 
His Excellency CALEB STRONG, 
Ese. President. 
Rev. SAMUEL HOPKINS, D. D. 
Vice-President. 


TRUSTEES. 
Hon. Joun Hasrinecs, Esq. 
Rev. JoseErPx LATHROP, D. D. 
Hon. Esenezer Hunt, Esa, 
Rev. Josepu LyMAN, D. D. 
Justin Exy, Esa. 

Rev. SoLomonw WILLIAMS, 


, WiLi1am BILuinGs, Ese. 


Rey. Davin Parsons, D. D. 
CuarLes Pue ps, Esq. 
Rev. Ricuarp S.Srorrs. 


RuGcGies Woopsrince, Esa. 
Treasurer. 

Rev. Enocu Hate, Corresponding Sec- 
retary. 

Rev. Payson WiLiiston, Recording 
Secretary. 


Standing Committee of the Trustees. 
Rev. Joseru LyMay, D. D. 
Rev. SoLomon WILLIAMS, 
WituiraM Biiurncs, Ese, 
Cuartes Preps, Esq. 
Rev. Enocn Hate. 


Te 
EXTRACTS FROM REV. MR. SER- 
GEANT’S JOURNAL. 


(Concluded from p. 272.) 


On the 16th inst. the Tatepuhgsch, Sa- 
chem of Delaware Nation, delivered 
the following reply : 

** GRANDCHILDREN, attend! The 
Chiefs, Heroes, Young Men, Women, 
and Children, thank you for your kind 
visit with such important concern, 
which you laid before your grandfa- 
thers. 

“* I am glad the great and good Spirit 
has helped ou cane the ancient 
covenant of friendship, that has sub- 
sisted between my ancestors and yours. 

Grandchildren, listen! I also take 
hold of that friendship and begin to re- 
new it. 

** Grandchildren, in your speech you 
said that you have tried to follow the 
civilization and Chsistian religion, and 
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found it to be good for your nation, and 


being well acquainted with the dismal . 


situation of your grandfathers, as well 
as other tribes, and having a. 
sionate feelings towards us induce 
you to come so far to offer or recom- 
mend to us the same, { thank you for 
this also. . 

‘‘ Grandchildren, I now declare unto 
you, that we have well considered the 
matter you propose to us: and I and 
my chiefs, heroes, young men, women, 
and children, unanimously agreed to 
accept and take hold with both hands 
all what you have recommended to us. 
Our eyes are now on you.” 


A large white Belt of Wompom 
near 4 feet in length delivered, 
containing 6000 wompom. 


Note. The above is copied ver- 
batim from the Indian manuscript. 


N. B. The above mentioned Dela- 
wares are numerous, and are consider- 
ed as the head of all the other tribes. 
The belt and speech recommending 
civilization and religion will, in due 
time, be communicated by the Dela- 
wares to all the other tribes. The 
Delaware and one other tribe told 
our Messengers, that they were now 
ready toaccepta minister and school- 
master,” but they must come recom- 
mended by them. 


meee 
erat 


FOREIGN. 


Interesting Extracts from the Appendix 
to the Report of the British and For- 
eign Bible Society, taten from the 
CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 


Tue first is an extract of a letter 
from the Rev. Dr. Dairymple, one of 
the ministers of Ayr. 

“IT give you joy, and would take 
some small share of it myself, that 
we have lived to the day of a British 
and Foreign Bible Society. In the 
%2nd year of my age, and 59th of my 
ministry, next to both deaf and 
blind, it is little that I can doin an 
active way to assist in so glorious a 
design; but that little shall not be 
wanting. This evening I intend to 
overture our Synod for a Collection, 
after the good example of the Pres- 
bytery of Glasgow, and I hope to guc- 
peed.” (pp. 340) 
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Mr. Kiesling,-a respectable mer- 
chant of Nuremberg, thus writes, 

** Your letter afforded me such joy 
that I could not contain myself, but 
immediately went to the Rev. John 
Godfried Schoener, one of the most 
respectable ministers of our city, in 
order to communicate to him the joy- 
ful news from a far country. Hé was 
no less affected than myself; and we 
agreed to appoint a meeting of Chris- 
tian friends on Ascension-Day, at 
which we unanimously resolved to 
unite for the formation of a Bible 
Society, and by a printed letter, to in- 
vite our Christian friends throughout 
Germany and Switzerland, to assist us 
in so noble an undertaking. 

** When sometimes I am privileged 
to give away a Bible or New Testa- 
ment, father and mother, son and 
daughter, are running after me, 
thanking me a hundred, and a thou- 
sand times, kissing my hand, and my 
coat; shedding tears of joy, and loud- 
ly exclaiming; ‘May God bless 
you: may the Lord Jesus bless you 
in time and to all eternity.” Really I 
felt sometimes a foretaste of heavenly 
joy, so that I could not sufficiently 
bless God, for having entrusted me 
with the honourable commission of 
steward of the kind benefactions of 
others. But the more I disperse, the 
more the petitions both of Ministers 
and Schoolmasters increase, not only 
from Austria, but likewise from Stir- 
ia, Carinthia, and Hungary, inso- 
much that I am afraid to present 
their petitions.” (p. 36.) 

The address circulated by the Nu- 
remberg Bible Society throughout 
Germany closes with the following 
appeal. 

“ We confidently hope for the suc- 
cess of our undertaking. If in Eng- 
land, according to the latest ac- 
counts, even hard working artisans 
have contributed their mite towards 
the support of the Bible Society, can 
we suppose that less zeal for the 
good cause will be displayed by our 
German and Swiss reverers of the 
sacred writings ? 

“The inherent value of the book, 
the religious wants of the people, the 
critical circumstances of the times, 
the present tranquillity of the States ; 
all these, besides many other urgent 
reasons, loudly call for attention to 
this important undertaking. 
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“Q ye, who know and revere the 
Bible, which yet remains the Bible of 
all religious parties, lend your aid in 
promoting it: Ye who, on the brink 
of the grave, can dispose of your 
property at pleasure, think on the 
words of the just Judge of the,world, 
I was hungry and ye gave me meat; I 
was thirsty, and ye gave me drink. If 
the blessing be already so great for 
him who ministers to the bodily wants 
of his fellow-creatures, how much 
greater will it be for those, who, con- 
strained by the love of Christ, provide 
for satisfying the hungry after the liv- 
ing word of God, and lead thirsty 
souls to the pure wells of salvation !” 
(p. 41.) 

From the Letter of a Roman 
Catholic Priest in Swabia we gladly 
extract a few passages. 

‘*T had the pleasure to learn, from 
a copy of your letter, addressed by 
Mr. Tobias Kiesling, of Nuremberg, 
the great number of zealous friends of 
the Bible in London, who are filled 
with a noble desire to send out the 
pure word of God, as the best preach. 
er, into the world. This account ex- 
cited in my breast the most heartfelt 
joy and gratitude towards that God, 
* who is the only Giver of every good & 
perfect gift;? but I felt also lively 
emotions of unfeigned love and affec- 
tion for you, and for all the members 
of that venerable Bible Society, for 
whom I wish a thousand blessings. 
May the Lord Jesus, through whom 
all blessings are communicated to us, 
be the beginning and end of their 
praiseworthy mt Roa and may 
his name be glorified for it to all eter- 
nity ! 

“ What particularly induced me to 
write, was your question, Whether 
the Bible was stili prohibited to the 
Catholics? Being convinced thereby 
that you was mindful even of the poor 
Catholics, I was particularly moved 
and edified; for indeed nothing is 
more affecting than that love which 
embraces all, without the least dis- 
tinction; ‘for God is love; and he 
that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God 
and God in him.’ I felt myself, 
therefore, constrained to thank you, 
in the name of all honest and well- 
disposed Catholics, for these your 
fraternal sentiments. 

“In answer to your question, I ob- 


serve, properly speaking, the Bible 
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has never been prohibited to the Cath, 
olics. The Council of Trent only 
states,—Jndiscriminata lectio Sacre 
Scripture interdicta est. Well-inform. 
ed Catholics took this always in that 
sense only : that not all the books of 
the Bible promiscuously, should be put 
into the hands of the common people, 
referring chiefly to some books of the 
Old Testament. Besides, this pro- 
hibition of the Council of Trent has 
never been admitted as binding by the 
whole body of the Roman Catholic 
clergy in Germany ; butso much is 
true, that all blind bigots of our church 
have always spread the opinion, that 
it was entirely forbidden for all laymen 
to read the Bible: and this prejudice 
is, alas! still deeply prevalent among 
the greater part of the people. There 
are, however, at present, many of our 
clergymen, both in Swabia and Ba- 
varia, who strongly recommend the 
reading of the Bible, chiefly of the 
New Testament ; and do every thing 
in their power to promote it. I have, 
for my own part, distributed many 
New Testaments, and some Bibles, 
among better enlightened Catholics ; 
and several of my dear brethren in 
Christ do the same. We are, how- 
ever, not able to satisfy all the de- 
mands for Bibles.” (p. 43, 44.) 

‘* 1 am sure we could dispose ofa 
good number of Bibles and New 
Testaments. The people seem to 
get more and more desirous of the 
Bible ; and the number of cleagy men 
is increasing, who not only would tol- 
erate, but commend the reading of it. 

‘“‘ I feel a very great desire to wit- 
ness the formation of a similar Bible 
Society amongst the Roman Catho- 
lics; and indeed I will make some 
attempts, though I foresee many dif- 
ficulties; and can hardly suppose that 
sO many active and benevolent friends 
of the Bible are to be found amongst 
the Roman Catholics, as would 
requisite for such an undertaking. 
Your question, however, respecting 
the Catholics, inspires me with the 
hope, that your Society is desirous to 
extend its beneficial influence likewise 
to the Catholics, wishing only to 
know, whether a dispersion of Bibles 
amongst them would be practicable : 
—and indeed it would not enly be 
practicable, but desirable in the 
highest degree.” (p. 44.) 

“I cannot express, in terms suffi- 
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ciently strong, the fervency of my 
joy, and love towards all who, 
throughout England, heartily believe 
in Jesus Christ as their only Saviour, 
and zealously endeavour to extend 
the Redeemer’s kingdom. 1 em- 
brace them all as the beloved and 
elect of God, as friends and brethren 
in Christ, let them be of whatever 
name, or belong to whatever church 
or denomination. The more distant 
the countries, and the more different 
the outward forms and establish- 
ments are, the more I rejoice, if I 
am privileged to hear, that our ever- 
faithful Lord and Saviour is gathering 
fiom amongst them a flock of believ- 
ing people. Truly, God has a nu- 
merous Army of Reserve in England, 
who de not bow before the Baal of 
the age, nor sacrifice to the God of 
the times. Let all who know his 
name, glorify him for this mercy! 
May the peace of God, and the all- 
sufficient grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you all !” (p. 45.) 

We add one more extract : it is 
taken from a letter dated in North 
Wales, Feb. 22, 1805. 

** There are none of our poor peo- 
ple willing to live and die without 
contributing their mites towards for- 
warding so glorious a design. Their 
zeal and eagerness in the good cause, 
surpasses every thing I have ever 
before witnessed. On several ecca- 
sions we have been obliged to check 
their liberality, and take half what 
they offered, and what we thought 
they ought to give. In very many 
instances, servants have given one 
third of their wages forthe year. In 
one instance, a poor servant-maid 
put down one guinea on the plate, be- 
ing one-third of her wages: that it 
might not be perceived what she put 
down, she covered the guinea with a 
halfpenny. One little boy had with 
much trouble reared a brood of 
chickens ; when the collection came 
to be made, he sold them all, and 
gave every farthing he got for them 
towards it; and this was his whole 
stock, and all the living that he had. 
Innumerable instances of a similar 
nature might be mentioned. Great 
Joy prevails universally at the thought 
that the poor Heathens are likely soon 
to be in possession of a Bible; and 
you will never hear a prayer put up, 
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without a petition for the Bible So- 
ciety and Heathen Nations.” (p. 60.) 





MISSION TO KARASS. 

In May, 1805, the Edinburgh Mis- 
sionary Society set apart four young 
men, viz. John Mitchell, Robert Pin- 
kerton, George Macalpine, and James 
Galloway, to join the Mission among 
the Tartars, in the neighbourhood of 
Mount Caucasts. They sailed im- 
mediately for Russia. The two first 
of these young men were educated 
at the expense of the Society, and 
through the kindness of a member, 
who long resided in Russia, were in- 
structed in the Russian language ; 
which will enable them to pass through 
the empire without the aid of an in- 
terpreter. They have also been 
taught the art of printing, and have 
carried with them a printing press, 
and a font of Arabic types, which is 
the character used in the place where 
they expect to reside. Mr. Brunton, 
the missionary, who has for some time 
resided at Mount Caucasus, has sent 
home an Arabic Tract; being an ad- 
dress to a Musselman, on the subject of 
Religion, intending to expose the al 
surdities of the Koran, and the wick- 
edness of Mahomet. This tract has 
been reprinted in London. 

Evan. Mag. 

Tue Religious Tract Society in 
London, as appears from their annual 
report, May 9, 1805, since 1799, when 
the institution was formed, have is- 
sued from their Depositary, more than 
two millions of tracts. Pleasing ac- 
counts of the usefulness of these 
publications are frequently received. 

A clergyman writes thus to the So- 
ciety ; “ I have dispersed a few hun- 
dreds of your tracts in my chapelry 
and neighbourhood, during the two 
last years ; and thank God, he has 
made them a blessing to many. 

“‘ When I entered on my ministry 
here, less than one fourth of the in- 
habitants attended public worship 
Sunday mornings ; few or none in the 
afternoon. Now I have often the sat- 
isfaction of meeting two-thirds of 
my neighbours at chapel, morning 
and afternoon on the Lord’s-day. 
Communicants, for the last two years, 
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have been double the number they 
were before ; and an earnest desire 
to grow in grace, and in the knowl- 
edge of our Lord Jesus Christ, ‘is in 
general manifest in our little village. 

*‘] have reason to conclude, that 
God has wrought this happy change 
among us by the means of your tracts, 
as much as by all my feeble efforts 
united. ibid. 


ae 


MISSION OF THE UNITED 
REN AT LABRADOR. 
From the forty-first No. of the pe- 

riodical accounts relating to the Mis- 
sions of the United Brethren among 
the heathen, it appears that there has 
been a pleasing revival of religion 
among the Esquimaux, in a time 
of scarcity and distress. During 
their greatest sufferings they came to 
church (says the Diary) with friend- 
ty and cheerful countenances, and 
some would say, “If we only feel in 
our hearts, the presence of our Sav- 
iour, who has loved us so much, and 
<clied and shed his blood, that our sins 
might be forgiven, we may well be 
cheerful and contented, though our 
outward circumstances are difficult, 
and we have not much to eat; for we 
trust that He will also care for us in 
that respect, and look to him for 
help.” 

** Their whole behaviour during this 
time of trial, gave us much pleasure 
and encouragement. There was a 
general and powerful awakemng 
among them, which first began to be 
perceived in some women who were 
baptized last winter 

** One of the above mentioned women 

being asked, How she was first led to 

reflections so much more serious than 
formerly, she repbed, That a mission- 
ary had been speaking, at a meeting 
of the Esquimaux, concerning the great 
pains which the Lord Jesus Christ had 
endured for our sakes, m soul and 
body, and his readiness now to accept 
the worst of sinners, who plead the 
merits of his blood. ‘ This,” added 
she, * I had often heard before, but I 
never felt whatI thenfelt. I thought 
even for me, a wretched creature, who 
lived worse than a dog in every kind 
of abomination, as our Saviour suffer- 
ed so much, and he will now receive 
even me, and have mercy upon me! 
At the same time, I felt a singular 


BRETH- 
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joy and delight in my soul ;. and could 
not help weeping so much, that I for- 
got moots, and remained sitting in the 
church. My heart has ever since 
been fixed upon our Saviour alone; 
and I often weep for Him. Now | 
know truly what you mean by feeling 
our Saviour near and precious to the 
soul, and experiencing his great love 
for sinners ; and that it is not enough 
to be magetey and to enjoy other 
privi s in the congregation, but 
that —_ one ought to be able to say 
for himself, ““ My Saviour is mine 4 
he died for my sins, and received even 
me as his child.” This I now feel in 
my heart, and am both humbled and 
thankful before him.” 


a 


JEWS. 

For three years past, Mr. Joserx 
Samuet C. F. Frey, a converted 
Jew from Germany, has been preach- 
ing te his brethren, the offspring of 
Abraham, the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
in a very interesting and impressive 
manner. He was in London in Sep- 
tember last, where he had two months 
beforeestablished a Saturday evening 
lecture. 

It is contemplated to collect, and 
form into one Christian church, the 
converted Jews from different parts 
of Europe. Information of more than 
twenty has been already received. 
If this important measure can be car- 
ried into effect, it may be a mean of ex- 
ng among the Jews generally, a spi- 
rit of inquiry into the truth of Chris- 
tianity. Such a society would afford al- 
so a refuge to those, who, on embra- 
cing the religion of Christ, are obliged 
to forsake Father and mother, and 
earthly substance. 

A prayer meeting among a few con- 
verted Jews has been established on 
Friday evening, at Mr. Frey’s apart- 
ments, where his brethren are invited 
to converse with him. 

Evan. Mag. 


A letter from London, of Sept. 16th 
1895, to one of the Editors, speaking 
of Mr. Frey, says, He is a most in- 
teresting preacher. The Jews, how- 
ever, oppose him most bitterly, so that 
his life has been frequently in danger 
‘The converts to Christianity, among 
the Jews, are treated with the greatest 
barbarity, by their relations.” 
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MR. KICHERER, THE CELEBRATED 
MISSIONARY TO SOUTH AFRICA. 
Tus distinguished servant of God 

appears to have been prepared in a 

uliar manner for missionary la- 
urs. At an early period of life, he 
happened to read Cook’s Voyages: 
his mind was then led to contemplate 
the miserable condition of the human 
race sitting in the region and shadow 
of death. His soul d for their 
salvation; and he eagerly desired, if 
possible, to be instrumental to that end. 

But he hadno a of any means 

whereby this could be accomplished, 

nor did to ear ya was a mission- 
ary in the wor For many years, 
however, the ardent desire of qvengel- 
izing the heathen dwelt on his mind. 

At length, the Missionary Society was 

formed ; when being one afternoon 

at the house of a friend, a Dutch min- 
ister first informed him that British 

Christians were devising means to 

send the gospel to the heathen. It is 

impossible to express the joy afforded 
him by this intelligence. From this 
moment Mr. Kicherer exulted in the 
hope, that he should one day gratify 
the dearest wish of his heart, in be- 
coming the messenger of Jesus to the 
benighted world. Application was 
soon made to the society, and he was 
accepted as one of their missionaries. 

Relig. Mon. 
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Own the 30th of May, 1805, the an- 
nual general meeting of the Charity 
Schools in London took place in St. 
Paul’s cathedral. The number of 
children was upwards of 6000, be- 
sides whom 7000 persons were sup- 
posed to be present. The spectacle 
was grand, and highly gratifying to 
every benevolent mind. A sermon 
was preached on the occasion by the 
Bishop of Bristol. Christian Observ. 
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We have learned with real satis- 
faction, that the venerable Bishop of 
London has interfered to prevent the 
continuance of those subscription 
concerts, which have been performed 
at the houses of different noblemen, 
to the disgrace of a Christian coun- 
try, on a Sunday. His Lordship’s re- 
monstrances, it is hoped, will be effec- 
tual, without the necessity of resort- 
ing to legal measures. If not, we 
are assured that he will be deterred 
by no considerations of rank and in- 
fluence from pursuing the path of his 
duty, by suppressing these outrages 
on public decency, and bringing de- 
linquents to justice. His Lordship 
has succeeded in preventing the enter- 
tainments at the opera from encroach- 
ing, as had been the practice, on the 
Sunday morning. ibid. 
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ITALY. 

AnoTHeER building has been clear- 
ed from the ashes which buried the 
city of Pompeii, in the year of Christ 
79. Vases, coins, musical instru- 
ments, and several fresco paintings, 
an been found in good preserva- 
ion. 

At the town of Fiesole, near Flor- 
ence, a beautiful amphitheatre has 
been discovered, and the greatest 
part of it cleared from the rubbish. 
It is supposed capable of containing 
at least thirty thousand persons. 





MALTA. 
A WEEKLY paper, in Italian, has 
been some time printed at Malta; 
Ss 


Vol. I. No. 7. 


and is actually distributed in the 
Mediterranean, by the numerous 
channels of which our naval superior- 
ity gives us the command. It is said 
to be perused with avidity, not only 
in the Grecian islands, but on the 
coast of Asia Minor, and in the re- 
gencies on the coast of Africa. This 
is an efficacious means of increasing 
the importance of our occupation 
of Malta. The illumination of a 
free press judiciously directed, may 
operate prem in dissipating the 
mists of error and deception, which 
have enveloped the wide horizon of 
the Mediterranean. The Italian lan- 
guage is the common medium of in- 
tercourse round that sea, and this ex- 
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tensive range is placed completely 
Within our ifffuence, so long as we 
possess Malts. Christ. Obsere. 
a 
HOLLAND. 

Tre Tvlerian Society has decreed 
‘the gold medal to Jacos Haryer of 
Amsterdam for his prize essay on 
the following question :'** What has 
been the influence of missions in dif- 
fusing Christianity during the two 
last centuries ; ‘and what may be ex- 
pected from the Missiopary Societies 
now existing ’” 

—_— 
GERMANY. 

A wew Academy. of Sciences has 
been founded at Munich, under the 
direction of Count Rumrorp, who 
has been named its President. To 
this, Sommering, and other men of 
learning, have » 22 appointed with 
handsome salaries. A large observa- 
tory has heen built, and furnished in 
a very complete manner. 

me | 


RUSSIA. 

Me. Artuor Younc is arrived at 
Petersburgh, on a statistical journey 
through the Russian empire, in which 
he purposes to employ twelve months. 
He has been received with the re- 
spect due to his pursuits and his 
character. 

From the last report to the minis- 
ter of public instruction, it appears 
that the schools throughout the em- 
pire amount to 494, the teachers. to 
1425, and the pupils to 33,484. The 
maintenance of these seminaries 
amounts to 1,727,732 roubles of 215, 
9661. sterling. These seminaries are 
exclusive of various civil and military 
academies, aswell as of all female 
schools. Private individuals emulate 
the government in their benefactions 
for the promotion of public instruc- 
tion. Counsellor Sudienkow has giv- 
en 40,000 roubles for the erection of 
schools in Little Russia. The nobil- 
ity of Podolia have contributed 
65,000 roubles to found a military 
school in that province. A number 
of similar donations have been made 
in various parts of the empire. 

——E— ‘ 
Mr. C. Taytor, of London, has 
“published an improved quarto edition 
of Calmet’s ‘dictionary of the Holy 
Bible. The following is his address 
to the public : 


& 


Literary Intelligence. 


ing whether 


[De- 


«The present times are peculiarly 
distinguished for the necessity of 
calling the minds of Cliristians jn 


-general, arid-of the world at large,.to 


the genuine dictates» of the standard 
ot truth. Wehave seen the plaines: 


passages of Holy Writ wrested:from 


their evident import; and passages 
confessedly difficult, have been-trium. 
phantiy adduced as demonstrations of 
tolly and impesture ; withoat .inquir. 
accurate intormation 
nught not render them clear and ea. 
sy. Influenced by these, and by other 
considerations, of which the public 
cannot be ignorant, and desirous of 
vindicating truth, and premating piety 
and knowledge, the editors presume 
to think they could not have rendered 
a more acceptable service to the 
interests of rehgion, than by reprint. 
ing. a work of established reputation, 
in which, from the nature and form of 
it, any article that can be desired may 
be instantly found in its proper place, 
satisfactorily explained in a simple 
and perspicuous manner. 

“This work is the production of 
thirty years professedly devoted to it , 
it has ever been esteemed a complete 
library of scripture knowledge. It 
has been translated into ‘most. lan- 
guages, French, English, German, 
Dutch, Spanish, &c. Its authority 
has always stood very high; not a 
commentator of repute has appeared 
since the publication of it, who has 
not either quoted from it, or appealed 
toit. Nolibrary has ever been deem- 
ed complete without it: but its use- 
fulness is not confined to the learned, 
or to the library; it is calculated for 
the service of all who wish to “ give 
a reason for the hope that is in them,” 
or who wish to understand, for them- 
selves, that sacred volume on which 


‘they build their faith. 


- “This celebrated dictionary we 
have printed in quarto, as a more 
eligible size than folio; we have 
accommodated it to English readers, 
by our mode’ of» publication, by 
arrangement, &e. and, to render it 
ouasihete; we have annexed one of the 
most entertaining, as well as instructive 
works, which have issued from the 
English press ; forming an assemblage 
of the most curious and pertinent ex- 
tracts from voyages and travels into 
the east, which illustrate-an infinity of 
scripture peculiarities and incidents, 
by the same customs, manners, and 
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ideas, which are maintained in the 
east at thiso'very‘time; with Plates, 


List of New Publications. 


Maps, cv Fe. from the best 
guthorities.” r " 
Mr. Josern T. Bucxrncuam, 


of. Boston, intends publishing, in 
monthly numbers, (the first appe 
Jan. 1806) a work called the Po- 
LYANTHOs.” Its aimis ‘to please 
the learned: and enlighten the igno- 
rant ; toullure the idle from folly, and 
confirm the timid in virtue.” Each 


' * We think this should be Polyanthus. 
See Encyclopedia. 


ars. 
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sketch, and a portrait of some distin- 
guished American character. . We 
wish the Potyvanrwus may be found 
among the “prize flowers,” possess- 
ing the requisite properties for admis- 
sion into the collections of men of 
taste, virtue and science. 
[ emamandl 

We are happy to learn that different 
booksellers in England and Scotland, 
are publishing the whole works of the 
following eminent divines, viz. Bishop 
Hall, Archbishop Leighton, Dr. 
Watts, Dr. Doddridge, and the late 
President Edwards. Also the moral 
and religious works of Sir Matthew 
Hale, 











List of Mew jOublications. 
— 


Lerters from Europe, during a 

tour through Switzerland and Italy, 
in the years 180] and 1802, written by 
a native of Pennsylvania. In two vol- 
umes. -Philadelphi#. A. Bartram. 
- Hymns and spiritual songs, for 
the use of Christians. Seventh edi- 
tion, fevised, ‘corrected, and en- 
larged; ‘containing, in addition to 
these heretofore published, a copious 
selection from the best modern au- 
thors, and several original bymns. 
Baltimore. Samuel Butler and War- 
ner 6% Hanna. 

The flowers of fancy, or poetical 
wreath ; carefully selected from the 
best authors. Baltimore. J. W. Butler. 

The stranger’in France ; or, a tour 

from Devonshire to Paris. By John 
Carr, Esq. Baltrmore. G. Hill. 
* A short account of the life and 
death of the Rev, John Lee, a Meth- 
odist minister, in the United States 
of Ametica. By Jesse Lee. Balti: 
more. John West Butler. 

A compendious system of geogra- 
phy, as conmected with astronomy, 
and illustrated by the use of the 
globes, with an appendix. By the 
Rev. Thomas Ross, a. M. senior min- 
ister of the Scotch church in Rotter- 
dam. Edin . 1804. 780 pages 
8vo. (> This 1s ajudicious and val- 


vable work, neatly printed on wove 
paper, with maps engraved by the 
first artists, and coloured. 

_ Calmeét’s Dictionary of the Holy 
Bible ; explaining the names, histo- 


ries, &c. of persons, places, and natu- 
ral preductions mentioned in scrip- 
ture ; the antiquities, buiidings, coins, 
habits, laws, custems, and peculiar- 
ities of the Jews; ‘and other eastern 
nations: - with chronological tables, 
calendar, &c. &c. to which are added 
entirciy new illustrations of scripture 
meidents and expressions, selected 
from the accounts of the most auther- 
tic historiuns, travellers, &c. contain. 
mg many incidents and observations 
extremely imteresting, and highly en- 
tertaining. Illustrated by numerous 
plates of views, maps, plans, dresses, 
&e. This work may be had in sixty- 
four nambers, at 1s. a number, or in 
twenty-one parfts, on fine paper. 
C. Taylor. London. 

Supplement to Calmet’s dictionary 
of the Holy Bible; containing words, 
&c. omitted in the dictionary, and 
further remarks, &c. in continuation 
of the fragments. C. Taylor. London. 

Scripture illustrated by engravings; 
referring to natural science, customs, 
manners, &c. of the east, with disser- 
tations, and an expository index of 
passages in the Bible, which’ are ca- 
pable of illustration by the knowledge 
of nature. In eight parts, price five 
shillimgs each. C. Taylor. ‘London. 


IN THE PRESS. 
Pope’s Homer’s Iliad, in two vols. 
fine demy, 18mo. Bosten. E. Cotton. 
The Sabbath, a poem, an elegant 
edition, Boston. D.and J. West. 
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A companion to the holy Bible; 
being Dr. Wells’s historical geogra- 
phy of scripture, revised, corrected 
and improved ; with geographical ex- 
cursions, intended to ascertain certain 
facts of importance. Accompanied 
by maps, plans, views, medals, and 
other plates suitable to the subject, 
and illustrative of the religion, and 
incidental peculiarities of places men- 
tioned in scripture.—Of the maps of 
this work, some are outlines repre- 
senting the ancient state of various 
parts ; others are finished, represent- 
ing the same countries in their mod- 
ern state.—Many of the plates will be 
taken from medals of the cities re- 
ferred to, from whence their deities 
may be ascertained ; which will shew 


Obituary. 
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at the same time what idols the Isra. 
elites were seduced to worship, and 
what opponents the Christian relig; 
had to overthrow at its first prom 
tion.~-Of this work there will be two 
editions : one on common paper, in 
shilling numbers, crown octavo, pock. 
et size; published monthly ; will be 
complete in two vols. Another on 
fine paper, in five shilli » de. 
my quarto, each conta ng three 
shilling numbers; published every 
three months; will be complete in 
one volume.—The second part of this 
companion will contain the history of 
the sacred books, the lives of the 
writers, remarks on their styles of 
composition, &c." C. Taylor. Lon. 
don. 





Mbituarp. 


A Memoir of the Rev. FONAS 
CLARK, whose death has been al- 
rea@y announced. 

He was born at Newton, onthe 25th 
of December, 1730, graduated atthe 
neighbouring University in 1752, and 
on the fifth of November, 1755, suc- 
ceeded the aged and venerable Han- 
cock, in the pastoral care of the 
church and congregation in Lexing- 
ton. Here, through the course of 
half a century, he approved himself 
an able and faithful minister.of the 
New-Testament. Receiving the 
charge of a people, long accustomed 
to gospel order, he was laudably am- 
bitious to lead them on in the good old 
paths, trodden by our pious ancestors. 
He regarded the usages which had 
prevailed during the ministry of his 
predecessor, as models for his own. 
Indeed the mantle of the ascended 
prophet apparently rested on his suc- 
cessor. The spirit of primitive Chris- 
tianity displayed through the long lite 
of the former, was exhibited afresh in 
that of the latter. Mr. Crank was 
wholly devoted to the duties of his sa- 
cred calling, and by reading, medita- 
tion and prayer, became mighty in the 
scriptures, rightly dividing them, giv- 
ing to every one their portion in due 
season, supplying milk for babes, and 
strong meat for those of full stature ; 
feeding, with equal care, the lambs 


as well as the sheep. His public dis. 
courses consisted, not of learned dis. 
cussions on speculative or metaphysic- 
al subjects, nor yet of dry lectures on 
heathen morality; but of the most in. 
teresting truths of the gospel, well ar- 
ranged for the edification of his hear- 
ers; and they were delivered, not in 
a formal, heartless manner, but with 
uncommon energy and zeal. He al- 
so lived in a measure, as he 
preached. He was incapable of wish- 
ing to be himself exempted from those 
restrictions and self-denials, which he 
inculcated upon others. Far fromes- 
teeming Christ’s yoke to be heavy, he 
always appeared to bear it with dee 
light. 

In his pastoral visits and in the 
whole of his social intercourse among 
his people, no minister could be more 
tender and sympathizing, or take a 
deeper interest in whatever concerned 
either their present or future ye 
ing. * He was gentle amon m, 
a nurse cherisheth her children.” 

His attachment to them was nat 
urally connected with an high degree 
of patriotism. In the times preced- 
ing the American revolution, he was 
not behind any of his brethren yg 
ing his influence on the side of 
country, in opposition to its oppres- 
sors. While the distressed inhabi- 
tants of Boston were suffering under 
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the port dill, sixteen or twenty cords 
of wood were said to have been sent 
on one day, to their relief, from 
Lexington,’ as @ donation from the 
minister, or from the people thro 

his influence. Whether the British 
troops became acquainted with this 
circumstance or not, it is certain, that 
the first blood which they afterward 
shed was that of the Lexington peo- 
ple. At the dawn of day, on the 19th 
of April following, the heart of the 
pastor was wrung with anguish at the 
sight of his beloved parishioners, not 
many rods distant from his door, most 
cruelly murdered, through the mere 
insolence and wanton pride of anarm- 
ed force. During the continuance of 
the war, which then commenced, the 
anniversary of this outrage upon hu- 
manity was religiously A bese os | by 
him and his people. 

As his circumstances were never 
affluent, and he had a numerous fam- 
ily of ten children to educate, it was 
matter of admiration how he found 
means for his works of charity and 
for the practice of hospitality to so 
great an extent. His doors were open 
to laymen and strangers, as well as to 
his brethren and to candidates for the 
Ministry. So generally did the latter, 
allured by his known disposition to en- 
courage them, seek bis acquaintance, 
that he was, of course, durmg the lat- 
ter vears of his life, very frequently 
solicited to assist at their ordination, 
Perhaps there is not another minister 
in the State, who has so often adminis- 
tered the charge on such occasions. 

He continued the performance of 
parochial duties until within a few 
weeks of his death. Visiting him 
after his confinement, the writer of 
this article was pleased and edified in 
witnessing the calmness and compo- 
sure with which he supported the 
prospect before him, and spoke of his 
approaching dissolution. Maré the 
perfect man, and behold the upright, for 
the end of that man is peace. 

At Braintree, Esenezer C. THay- 
Er, aged 30 ; a respectable physician. 

At Amherst, on the 14th inst. the 
Hon. Simeon Strona, one of the 
Judges of the Supreme Judicial 
Court of this Commonwealth, in his 
70th year. e. 

Ar Newbury, December 10, the 
Widow Saran Newe tt, aged 83. 


Obituary. 
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Asan affectionate, exemplary mother, 
as a faithful friend, and, most of all, 
as a follower of Christ, she deserves 
the remembrance of her surviving ac- 
quaintance. By her fruits she ae. 
ed herselfachildof God. The pleas- 
ing hope, which is entertained of her 
ete welfare, is not grounded mere- 
nary that fairness of character and 
at amiable deportment, which gain- 
ed the esteem of all who knew her; 
nor on the seriousness of her last days 
and hours; but a cordial regard to Je- 
sus Christ and the truthsof his gospel, 
which uniformly appeared in her life. 
She loved the habitation of God’s 
house, and was, even to old age, a 
ttern of constancy in attending pub- 
ic worship. Her religion conspired 
with her natural temper to render her 
cheerful ; but her cheerfulness was 
not levity. She had little confidence in 
her own piety. The hope she enter- 
tained of her final acceptance was com- 
monly a trembling hope. But this did 
not prevent her joyin God. Shceoften 
expressed a penitent sense of her sins, 
of the weakness of her faith, and of 
her great distance from that perfec- 
tion, after which her soul aspired. 
The amiable glory of Christ excited 
her love. Though she was conscious 
of total unworthiness, the fulness ofhis 
atonement encouraged her hope ; 
while the promise of his Spirit animat- 
ed her endeavours.and prayers. The 
peculiar discoveries of the gospel 
gzined not only the assent of her un- 
derstanding, but the tenderest affec- 
tion of herheart. Tothe last she was 
favoured with a remarkable degree of 
mental vigour, anpl.was enabled, a 
short time before she expired, to ad- 
dress to her children and grandchild- 
ren such pious counsel, as was dictat- 
ed by the dying scene. They had 
comfort in her life, and are not with- 
out comfort in her death. But praise 
is not dueto mortals, Let us cherish 
that lovely humility, which she often 
expressed, and ascribe all her com- 
fort and usefulness here, and all the 
blessedness we hope she will enjoy 
hereafter, to THE GRacE or Gop. 
Off Cadiz, October 19, Lord Vis- 
count Neuson, a celebrated British 
admiral, killed in a battle between a 
British and a combined French and 
Spanish fleet, in which the former 
were victorious. 
— 








Poetry....The Seasons. [ Dec. 
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| , For the Panoplise. 
THE SEASONS. |. PAR : 
*T 1s God who bids the tempest blow, 
And robes the earth in fleecy snow ; ° 
To ficlds of stone he turns the plains, 
And binds the streams in icy chains. 
The piercing witids his word obey, 
Sweep o’er the earth and heave the sea, 
Cold Boreas roars with ree 
While on his wings majestic Tide 
‘Fhe sable clouds, the hardy swains, 
Shiv’ring along the frozen plains, — 
To some defence with haste repair, 
To shun the Keen, the piercing air ; 
There warm their chilly limbs with fire, 
While to their stalls the herds retire: 
Again he bids a milder ray 
Dart from the sun, to cheer the day ; 

‘He sends a genial warmth around, 
Dissolves the snow, unveils the ground, 
Permits the streams again to flow, 

And bids the grass revive and grow. 
Delightful p cts now are seen, 
Sethanpindeds GA veneer, © > 

es their pomp resume, 
And nadine eliines in all her bloom. 
He then commands the burning sun 
To pour his heat impetuous down ; 
And ere mid heavens he attains, 
With scorching beams he burns the plains ; 
Flowers, which in morn their bloom display, 

' Now veil their bosoms from his Tay ; 

The weary swairis to shun his fire, 

_ All bath’d in floods of sweat, retire 
To Some cool shade, some safe retreat, 
‘Which may repel his burning heat. 

The lolling herds to fountains haste, 
The cool, reviving streams to taste ; : 
The streams ate Sey : They droop, they faint, 
Théy send to hexven a sad complaint ; 
Thence falls in floods the baneful fire, 
The towing, famish’d herds expire. 

But lest all nature fail and die, 
God sends his mandates from on high ; 
The scene’s revers’d; loud thunders roll, 
And strike with inward fear the soul ; 
The rocking clouds o’erspread the skies, 
And veil the heavens from mortal eyes ; 

“Phe trees before the tempest bend, 

' “The floods of rain with hail descend, 

Down the steep hills the torrents flow, 

And drench the humble vales below. 

Meanwhile the forked lightnings fly, 

And crinkling dart along tlie sky ; 

They spread a vivid gleam around, 

And shock the air with deafening sound. - 
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Winter Night. $27 


The storms awhile with fury play, 
Then leave the sky, serene as day; 

By thunder clarified, the air . 
From noxious heats and vapours clear, 
Sweet as Arabia’s rich perfume, 

Or spices that from India come, 

Soft breezing o’er surrounding hills, 
All nature with new vigour fills, 

The earth assumes her verdant hue, 
And on springs. anew. 

Now by alternate rains and shines, 
While to its close the year declines, 
The various fruits the earth bestows, 
Are ripening on the remmee Tog | 
Or in rich harvests through the 
Waving, invite the reapers hand ; 
With shouts of joy the reapers come, 
And bear the spoils of Ceres home; 
These, they deposit in their store, 
And now their tedious toils are o’er. 

Let nature join her highest lays, 
The great Creator’s name to praise ; 
In all his works his wonders shine, 
His works declare his name divine. 

HOLEM. 


WINTER NIGHT. 
{From the Monthly Anthology.} 


Hatz Winter! sullen monarch! dark with clouds : 
Throned on black wastes, and fierce and cold with storms ; 
Welcome thy blasting cold and treasured snow! 

Thy raving, rending winds do but compose 

My soul; and midst thy gloom, my heart 

Smiles like the opening spring. Thy long drear nights, 
Winter, Ihail. The coldreceding sun 

I love to follow to the cloudy west, | 
And see thy twilight deepen into gloom ‘ 
Of thickest darkness. Round my cheering fire, 

How I enjoy the glistening eye, and smile, 

And burning cheek, and prattle innocent, 

Of my dear little ones ; and when they sink 

With heavy eyes into the arms of sleep, 

Peaceful, and pore te os and breathing soft ; 

How pleasant glide the hours in converse pure" 

With her whom first I lov’d; who long has crown’d 

My joys, and soothed me with her gentle voice, 

Under a load of sorrows; who has Flt 

The power of truth divine; and from whose lips 

I catch the peace and love of saints in heaven. 

Vain world ! We envy not your joys. We hear 

Your rattling chariot wheels, and weep for you ; 

We weep that souls immortal can find joy 

In forcing laughter, dissipating thought, 

In the loose stage, the frisking danee, the pomp, 

And forms and ornaments of polish’d life, o 

In heartless hypocritic show of love, 

In giddy nonsense, in contempt of truth, 

Which elevates the soul, and swells the heart 

With hope of holy bliss. We mourn your waste ~ 

Of mind, of strength, of wealth. Think, thoughtless world, 
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How many fatherless and widows pine 

In want ; how many shiver in the storm. 

Over a dying flame, how many cower 

In some poor hovel, pressing to their breasts 
Their little ohes, to save them from the cold. 

Oh think, what aching hearts ye might relieve ! 
What brooding sorrows ye might cheer! What tears 
Of friendless, naked, moaning poverty 

Ye might wipe off with lenient sympathy. 

Qh Winter, I can bear thy howling storms. 

Rise but a few more suns, and all thy blasts - 
Will soften. Yon waste fields will smile in green ; 
The branches swell with infant buds; the groves — 
Resound with nature’s melody. But man, 

My xy, lies desolate. A wintry blast 

Has ehilled his heart, frozen the circling blood 

Of sympathy, and blighted the sweet fruits 

Of love. How bleak and waste! In vain the Sun 
Of Righteousness sheds bright and healing beams. 
In vain does He, who died on Calvary, 

Extend his hands, bleeding with wounds of love. 
Maw still is cold and wintry ; still is hard, 

And melts not into mercy.—This vain world 

Is colder than the northern skies. But Farts 
Looks o’er the icy mountains, looks beyond 

The wintry clouds, and sees unfading bloom 

Of paradise, sees peaceful streams of joy, 

And warm effulgence of the God of Love. 

And hark! a gentle voice now calls, *** Arise 

And come away. The winter’s past and gone, 
The flowers appear; the birds with transport hail 
The spring. The turtle’s plaintive yoice is heard ; 
The fig-tree bends with figs. The fragrant vine 
Presents the tender grape. Arise and see 
Millennial happiness, the reign of peace and love.” 


* Canticles iz. 10. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

H, on Secrets revealed to those who fear the Lord, is reccived, and on file for 
our next number. 7 

The apology of Fipr.iis was unnecessary. His communication is very 
acceptable, and will be read with interest. We shall hope to hear again from 
this unknown and judicious correspondent. 

C. Y. A. will accept our cordial thanks for his luminous remarks on several 
interesting subjects. The lucubrations of this original and instructive writer 
will be very acceptable to the editors, and we presume to the readers of the 
Panoplist. We are happy to find him a favourite of the muses. He will par- 
ticularly oblige us by contributions to our poetic department. 

The subject of P’s communication is very important, and requires to be 
managed with a skilful and delicate hand. The piece before us contains good 
matter; but it will be necessary to give it a new dress before it can appear 
with advantage before the public eye. 

Our readers shall be gratified with Z, in continuation, on Experimental Re- 
ligion, in the next number. 

Purto’s concluding No. on the Deluge ; further remarks on Demons, by 
Beta; and Evsestvus, on the importance of preparation for death, are re- 
ceived and on file for future publication. 

As a large proportion of our readers do not understand the dead lan- 
guages, a lover of sacred poesy will excuse our declining his request, unless 
he will accompany the Latin text with an English translation. 


——--— 





